
April 22, 1903.MESSENGER AND VISITOR.6 14A

jt at The Story Page, at a»
Money” book. I remembered how I got up in the meet- 
in’ then end talked, not because I’d anything to aey, 
bn* being deacon. I felt a* if I ought to ard told the 
brethren I hadn’t made no progrès*, and all that- jeat 
what I commonly said. How could I talk that way now 
when I’d a year of eech onnomraon blessln’, and with 
Hnldy beside me a crvin' for joy because our Thomas 
had been converted ? No, I con’dn’t keep from breaking

mighty close questions about the w*y we’ve needns some
it”The Deacon's Tenth.

Hnldy didn’t verv often preach, bnt when she did her 
sermons were what I call p in ted.

Time t'aashd on an’ I got used to giv'n’ my tenth. I

MARY 9. CHAPMAN.

Ye see, the elder had preached a moat powerful ser­
mon on Christian livin', in which he took what I called
parly strong ground. Among other things, he said we’d didn’t equirut over it as I did ; i* fact. I got k»nder raised,
ongbt to -'o as ranch for our religion м the old Jews did an1 to feeliu’ liberal. I didn't sell so ranch as a turkey
for theirs and while It w»e all right to lav up for a rainy without pu'Hn’ «side tithes of It. 
day an' to get ahead if we honestly could, we sbou'd set It hepoeued in the summer that my wife’s cousin Silas down, and thankin’ the Lord for his goodness to me and 
apari at loast one-teuth of onr income as the Lord’s an’ his family came to s-e ns. an’ I was a braggin' abont mine, and I knew that glvinv mv tenth, though it had

my tenth an’ I supposed he’d never hecrrl o’ eech a thing; come so begredglngly, had been a help to me. I warn’t
•*ch a small, waspish critter as I was afore•N>w.xI think the elder went a leeHe too far,” says I but Silas says, says he, • I'v- done it ever since I was

drivln’ home fn m meet- converted I aim t»o dollars a day, *0’ every Saturday The next year I wis man enough to d vide my tenth 
night I jeet.lay aside one dollar and twenty cents, an’ I with Hnldy, and sech good timr-ч не we had Investing !♦.

Now. Hnldy was great on what we cell the "Inasmuch

to my wife. Huldv, as •** was a
in'. * Givin" is well enough, but I get a’raost tired a 
bearin' these ministers forever » dingin' abput it.”

•Waal t'mar,’'says Hnldy, "why don’t yon try •• Don’t ye take yer livin' out o' it first? ’ charities”—‘Inasmuch a* ye have dore it unto one of the
glvin' a tenth try it for one veer anyhow ’ ’ ” Yer what Г says Silas, arnszid " It’s j?st so muck le»st of these.’ etc. She was R’wnve n fi nding some bed-

•My ! says I. * as if I didn’t give more n that row ; 1 Mrn, au’ the abi ity to aim it comet from the Lord, an’ ridden old woman to help, or c^pc’ed chMd, or some
It’a two ahiЖr- a, ard fifty cents. every time I turn I j .yfu’.ly give bace to him the little part ” other case of need, while I couldn’t hardly sleep nigbta
around, to say nothin’ of the contribuM-ns to big objects. • But,” stye I. ” ain’t that kinder reeky ? Ye might be a thinking of the great West, with the foreigners a cornin’
If I ret' home With a dollar in my pocket I think I'm a took tick, or yer w< rk give out ; I should be a Uttle Lar- into it. and of the poor freedmen r f the Son'h. or of the

aouie.’, great heathen world that so needs the gospel. We spent
* These are the promises,” says Silas ; ” My God sha'l hours and hours a talking it over, as we did so we got

imlle of hei’n tl st. she sometimes has, '.it’ll be a reel supply all you ue-ds," an' ”Lo, I am with you-” They nearer to each other, and I trust nearer to the Lord,
savin’ to ye to go into systematica ly a givin' yer tenth ” are all yea, an’ amen » It’s now been a gond man» years that we have been a

Now I hadn't'any idea of doin’it. an’ keepln’ a rerk- Waal, if I dtdn t feel small aftrr that, I had simply trying this ten'll basin-ач. and I wml-lVt go back to the
оп»п’ of what I contribute—in fact, I thought that verse given a tenth of all I'd -old and grumbled over it at that, helter-skelter way of givlo’ for anything.

and the e were all those br»ad arrrs that had f*d ns. and Hnldy has jeat been to th*! city to see the children, 
those big tree* in the woods that had kept ns warm — and came borne with her face all aglow. Our Thomas

and the minister'll Fred, who married our Mary, have

prav^r.orcr it - it's s.vcred pit's the fori's money

lucky fe'low."
•Then. I’m sure.” aays Hnldy. with that queer little

abont lettin" yer right hand know what yer left was a 
d> in’ was rather again it, but somehow Holdy bes a cool
way nf takin’ things for granted, and though the mi’deat blessings -poo b'esalnga that I hadn't counted, and hers
of ell women, ahe glnerally manages to carry her p’lnt. was Silas with nothing hut bia hands, and yet so willing gone Into business together and are doing first rate ; but

hearted and doing s j ranch. Wh<-u I carried him and bia that Isn't the best of it ; they have started a mission In
folks back to the city I jest filled my wagon box full of the wickedest part of the ci*v, ar.d Hnldy s»id it did b*r

a giving directly to the Lord. soul good to hear those yoneg voices a telling them roor 
One day the elder and hla family was ov»r to our house, Ignorant ones of the love of JVem and to see them a

an" we wa« a talkin’. His son Fred was a playin' with my listening and в cornin’ Into the kingdom
Thomas—they waa awfnl gond îrlends -an' savsths elder,
" If I had as much monev as you have. Deacon Tubbs,
I'd send Thomas to school, and ask the Lord to rusks e

Next mernin' I see her e mskln' в book out of seme
sheets of paper an' rulin' ’em off, end stitcMn’ on to ’em 
a pasteboard kiver an’ on the outside she writ In big things, and felt a« if I waa 
'letters that we* ea plain to read as printin', "The Lord’s 
Money.” This she handed to me an' said nothin’.

Thai vtiy «cik 1 got pay for my wheat ; It •»« an un 
common wo •! crop ; It ceins to six hundred dollars. 1 

•eMttV hr the firs a countin' ri up with some satis.

«î

As I'm a closin’ I’ve got this much to tell you : if yon 
want to be a happy Christian mu must let root praying 
and praising and giving go tt grtber, and I will say that 
Hnldy never did a better thihg foi nir than when she 
gave me "The Lord's Money" In- ik. The к же miner

il
was a
faction, when It »'.tv jest stuck under roy m-ee that fyook minister o’ him ”

*• Bless my soul ! ' thought 1, ” that’s the last thing I 
want hi in to l>c ” Ye see I hal «>tb*;rthibgs for my bov, 
but 1 said nothing.

My next, neighbor, old Mr. Hodges, had s son who 
went to the city nod studied l«w. and got to be a judge, 
and comes home in hie big csrrlage once In a white to 
visit the old L ike, his wife anti children dteased to fits, 
end seeing them 1 had a uatuial hankering foi Thomes to

•’The I/nd'.s Monty *.
"Whet4 thst for. Hnldy. ' says I. J* j* *

Wh»t Chn$iI,; Did• ’ Bless m Says I. a wrigglin’ in' twis*In . 
bf rti ; > didlsis ; 1 can t stand that”

.rmiHng t u« set a wstcbln me, and I
Christie stood le the hall 4-чи Iwiklna down "the attest 

riv Grace Deni is f driving
a 1 onnd the corne* , she had stopped V> see If t hrletle

, - - • ■ , ■ ■ , t„
pit s uj, • rie-e I<» th« misait 

" 1 wish 1 coaid, aald Christie *i«tfn'lv "bill f евп' 
possibly We v# s bo*«se felt <>( boerdtts yon know, 
and I n the only girl we keep ,
”1 wish 1 сооИ bave gone, tboiighl t hititle, as she 

watched < і і ace out of sight і ah - 1 just »• to have 
a class I would try my very to hrlp them , tt must 
be beautiful lo feel yon are helping any one to Ire better 
I wish 1 waae't tied ep here at hbme 

And then all at orre Christie turned herself 1 que rely 
shout end ws«t oui loto the kitchen 

” I'm ashamed nf yon, Christie l eans, to be fretting 
trees use you cent do >nst wb*t you want to. If you 
needed over there attWIre Village I rather gueea the way 
would he made plain for yon to go. Instead nf that it is 
clear aa clear can be that you are needed right here In 
this identical kitchen to wash they* dishes, and then 
there are all those rooms that want sweeping. Now if I 
was in yon place l wouldn’t spend any more time lament­
ing because I couldn’t be where I wasn’t needed, bnt I’d 
do the work that was given to me, jnri the very beet thst 
I knew how.”

Whereupon Christie donned her apron and set about 
doing the dlehes.

“ Yon here?” said Mias Tompkins, coming down into 
the kitchen on an errand. "I saw Grace Dennis drive 
np, end thought perhaps she had come to take yon to 
ride.”

" So she did,” answered Christie, cheerfully ; ** but 
y<ra see I’m eo Indispensable to the we’fare of this house­
hold that I can’t get away very often. If I could have 
my choice of courte I'd choose a higher epest' of action, 
as Miss Kent tells about, but I" didn't, so I must make 
the best of it. I’ll try to do my out nnd out beat where I 
am, and maybe I’ll rise some time.”

Ske did і 1
knew ft «1. і і ».» a dndgia’ her, so I .took e«x ten- 
dollar ЬШо, a.I cri-p and a»w and laid ’em In a pile.

му* t. a try in' to screw my face Into a turn out like that, I was a aaylng this to lluldy whan the
el 1er a folks wa« gone.

” Now. Lyman Tubbs ” aays she a looking at me with 
them great earnest е*'в f hers ‘ wonld you really like 
to have our Thomas .jest like old Mr. H-nlgee son a 
breaking the Sabbath, he •ml hie tuiye, a shooting ducks

iiiiday arbojl
mi te and to s«t se IM d hern s valkrrlattn" all tbs war
iht' ngb i- |i*r etu

V< see there was an awful eight of o’d Adam In me. 1
jeat set «here * begieddtn that money 1 most wished I be 
wheat Hade t come to m much 1 hen I ha ppened to is

r r d»f had said In hie sermon that H *'“1 • drinking and * j. aviug cards? ne you a deacon
ami a member of the church eu t not fast as if 1 was bigч woo'd be а І|1!|(І-І > hard wrench an ns at first to give s

tenth thst when H e ftegetS -*,ted eg a 1 ge» l.ustnsss to pet aus l» in»-- tp forsake Ibalt st— MMMg
grasp!«і ihts woild • g<>*«is 1 was ha d to get "am strsighl 
ened onr, b»t that when we’d become need to this way o"

lost the Lord Jesns l'hrtei t
і Kvei since Silas was here my mind has been dreadfully 

took up with something hr was a telling me 
some g* od Cbileitan *meu bed hired rooms In Ike worst 
part of the city and made them bright and attractive, and 
waa a singing hymns and a preaching to the folks, all 
without money and without price, and some arch work as 
this is what I d been a wishing my boy could do, and 
jeat then Thomas came in and stood beside his mother. 
He had the same hair as hers and the same brown eyes, 
and something told me that if be took to preaching he’d 
be one of the convincing sort, for I must say that no­
body's words ever took hold of an old sinner like me as 
flnidi's doee.

Well, my tenth money g»ew ; half the time -1 didn't 
know what to do with 1'. 1 waa over to the elder’* one
day and he waa a idlin' me of a school near by which 
ha thought would tie a go- d place to send onr Thomas— 
he’d noticed how craty the boy was for books an teamin' 
end the minister said he’d a cousin a livin' jest ont of the 
village that would take good rare of Thomas, and board 
him, an' he’d be under gxid Christian influence

"What do you say, Hu’dy ?" says I, as soon as I got

He saidgtvin', we •! enjoy it an l>e blessed In I' as much as in 
ptavin an’ resd’n" the Hcriptera. A ihlnkln on that set 
mon, 1 made up my mind I d donble my subscription for 
the elder * support an" that wonld just take the- sixty

As Lb^rvested my crops an* sold ’em. I was astonished 
to see Aow the Lord's pile grew, an- 1 had to think it 
over middlin' sharp to know where to invest it eo ’Iwoold 
do the moat good, an’ 1 was gettln' over the wrench a 
Utile until ви interest became due. The year before old 
Uncle Na* bad died, an' moat onexpedediy had left me 
five thousand dollars. If the legacy had dropped down 
from the rkies 1 couldn’t have been more surprised. Now 
I had three hnndre 1 a cornin’ih from It. and it most kill 
ed me hr. take thirty on't an' pnt It aside for the Lord. 1 
couldn't уelp • kilnin'. .

" Now, Hnldy,” says 1, ” don’t ye bsrlleve the old Jews 
deducted their taxes ator* they laid by their tenth ? '

"I dunno ' a* ye she, " we might read up Leviticus an' 
Numbers an’ Deuteronomy an' see.”

Bless mv mo!, Hnldy," says I, ” I’d rnthsr pay the 
whole bhirtv dollars than wade through all them dull 
book* " An' then, ' sa)s I, a thlnkln* hard, " accordin’ 
to wha’ there agents that come around beggtn’ say, I 
• pose it won d be a gond pecoonlsdy speckerlatlon ,to 
give to the I-tprd. Tbey tell abont throwln’ ont crackers 
an’ cdmiti* liack loaves, an’ show how them is b’esecd in 
their basket an' In their store that bestow their goods on 
the poor Anyhow I've made up my mind to try it.”

” Now. Lyman Tubbs, don't ve go into this tenth busi­
ness with ro each worldly motives. If ye* do ye’li be 
worse then Ar,ani is and Sapphire, who was struck dead 
at once. Not hot that the Lord has aald, " I will never 
Jaave thee nor fjrstke thee.” and * prove me now here­
with,1 bnt ff ye undertake to drive a sharp bargain with 
him, ye'll find ont that he'll git ahead of ye every time. 
No, he’s given us all we have, an* I’m thlnkln* he'll ask

"I’d like him to go." says she, ‘‘an’ for the elder’s boy 
to go with him.”

Sate enough he should, an’ that would be a use for the Miss Tompkins went back upstairs without the dust-
rest of my tenth, an’ Thomas an’ Fred was swfol good pan she had come for. 
friends ; they was like David an’ Jonathan, an* what do 
yon think, there was a revival that, jeat like a big wave, 
struck that school, an’ in fact the whole community, an’ best whether I have or not. I wish I had, though. I 
both the boys was converted, an’ yon can’t think how I wonder if it is too late to begin now. I declare I’ll see
felt, so glad about it, an’ kinder streaked, too. for I knew what I can do to-day. РІ1 go down and spend the day
it warn’t none of my doin’ ; I d been eech a poor, good- with brother Joseph. I can find chances enough to make
for nothin’ Chrietlan all my life, it was enough to set my myself useful there If I don’t find my sphère. I don’t
Thomas agin’ the Lord.

”1 wonder, she said to herself, "if I’ve got any ’spear’ 
stall. I don't believe I’ve ever done mv ont-and-ont

believe, with those five romping boys, that Martha ever 
We got the good newe on Saturday mornin* an’ in the sees the bottom of her mending basket : but Щ look for 

afternoon was the covenant meetin. It waa jest about a it to-day. I’m afraid she don’t care much a bent 
year from the time that Hnldy handed me the "Lord’s coming. I guess I am apt to be sort of.cranky and fatlt-

—ass=


