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(From the United States Gazyette.)

BURNING OF THE SIR WALTER
SCOTT BY LIGIITNING.

Captain Clarke, of the Sir Walter Scott,
arrived in this city on Saturday last, and
proceeded yesterday morning to Boston.
From Lis own lips we have received a
full account of the burning of this gal-
lant ship, an accident of a more extraor-
dinary kind than has happened in the
American seas for a long time past.

The Sir Walter Scott sailed from New
Orleans on the 21st of May, with a cargo
of 1,794 bales of cotton, 18 seamen, and
three passengers, one of them a fady Mrs
Hamilten, in a state of domestic solici-
¢tude. The ship was owoed in Boston,
was only two years old, and was valued
at 22,000 dollars. iler destination was
Liverpfol.

In cdoming down the Gulf stream, this
vessel/encountered a heavy gale from the
south-west. 'The sea was running moun-
tains high. On the morning of the 2lst
of June, about eight o'elcck, in latitude
31 deg 24 inin., longitude 75 deg. 43 my,
when under double reefed topsails, beat-
ing upon the wind, opposite, or néarly so
to Charleston, South Carolina, a heavy
peal of thunder broke over toe ship.. It
seemed as if the heavens had been rent
in sunder. -The Captain aud his three
passengers were in their cabins. The la-

jumped on deck in so much haste, as to
be without his shoes. The electric flnid
had struck the foremast, ran into the

i
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313t0 the long-boat,” shouted the captain. RESOLUTIONS OF THE WESLEY-
['he ship was at this moment rolling tre-] AN METHODIST CONFERENCE,
mendously—the flames bursting forth in SUGGESTED BY THE
:al! directions—her masts tottering to thej PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES OF
‘gaie. The lady reached the boat in safe- THE CONNEXION.
ity. *Thaunk God,” said the ceptain.— '
iThe disabled seamen were placed near The present peculiar circumstances of
Iher—six others put in the gig.  The the Connexion having directed” the
leaptain and his mate were the last to|preachers, assembled in this Conference
leave the deck of the burning ship. to a careful and solemn consideration of
A!.] were now in the boats. ¢ Cuiithe great work 1n which they are engag-
adrili—cast off,” said thecaptain. They ed, they feel it their duty to pledge them-
cut adrift from the burning ship, andselves anew to the principles led down in
pushed out of her wake. *“Allis lost,”jeertain important Resolutions of the
said the captain, ‘ but our lives are yet Conference held at Liverpool in 1820;
left us. We have another chance to live but as upwards of threc hundred and
out the gale.”” The moment the long- fifty preachers have been admitted into
buat and the gig lett the burning vessel,|the Connexion since that period, they
aer masts fell by the board, the flamesideem it proper further to express their

and the two small boats floated over the solvg unanimously,—

its mercy.

ered the wreck, and the whole gallaottirst and great calling of the whole body
fabric of the Sir Walter Scott sank down (and especially of the preachers ; and de-
wnto the water, and was seen no miore.— termine in the strength of God, to make
« I'ts all over with the gallant Sir Walter|this the great rule of all our ether de-
said the lady. : signs, and to renounce or subordinate all
The captaiu, crew and passengers nowother plans and pursuits to this our spe-
sailed for the coast. Theyhsd fittle pro-|eithealling. '

visions, every thing had been lost, and 2. That since the spread and increase
their prospect was gloomy enough. The of true godliness in our Societies, and
two boats kept each other’s company all throug the world, as far as it may be
that day and the succeeding night. Iticonnected with oUR instrumentality, de-
was still blowing hard. At the peep of{pends so greatly upon our maintaining

forecastle, where tlie seamen were al
breakfast, dashed every thing into pieces,
sent the men sprawling in all directions,
and completely raked the vessel fore and
aft, and between decks and in the hold.
The suddenness and force of the terrible
blow, made the vessel hang in- suspense
for a moment on the top of the billow.—
Every person was astonished, but no one
vet koew the extent of the damage
dowe.

dawn next day the captain es-jihe principles and spirit of ovur fathers 1n
pied a sail to the leeward. 1t was imme-|the ministry, we resolve more than ever
diately determined to send the gig to thejto study their character and lives,.and
vessel in sight, and endeavour to getjto be followers of their faith and conver-
aboard if possible.. Accordingly, a sal sation ; that we may be more thoroughly
was rigged out of an old sack, a mast embued with the spirit of true Christian-
was raised, and this sail was. spread be-|ity, and more conformed to the scriptu-
fore the wind. * Mate,” said the cap-jral standard of personal holiness; so
tain, ** you must go alone to that vessel, that by our living as well as by our

“ Ay, ay, Sir,” said the mate. of life, and rejoice, in the day of Christ,

In a few minutes, the cry of “fire!
fire! fire!” was raised, and tle terror of

su r -.unded with storgfs) and at the iner-

'‘billows before the gale, with the mate at{Loured in vain.

Away started the gig on the swelling that wg have not run in vain, neither la-

was,” said the captain; ‘*“she treaded,|poses.us, in common with our people, to

4

tdoctrine of a present salvation, is eve
liable to  Aantinomian abuses, anod tha
under present circumstances, we are pe-
enliarly exposed to certaiu dangers of
that description, we will diligently and
evangelically preach the precepts as well
as the privileges of the gospel ; endea
vouring to build up our people in know-
ledge and in holiness ; and urging them
especially, to fidelity in family duties, to
the religious care of children, and to the
cultivation of peace, and of things
whereby one may edify another.

6. That under a deep persuasion that
the unity, order, purity. edification and
gaod feeling of our Sccieties, may be
greatly promoted by our pastoral 1nter-
course with them, and regretting that
that intercourse has not been more se-
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surst forth in greater magnificence than|views and purposes on points of even/dulously and extensively cultivated, we
ever, the thunder rolled, the lightoing{more vital consequence than general dis-|resolve to give ourselves more fully to
still flashed, the sea was roaring around |eiplinary regulations; and therefore re-|this branch of our work ; and more es-

secially that we will care for the sick

billows before the wind, and entirely at{ 1. That we do again most solemnlyland the poor, and will endeavourto ob-
‘ and heartily recognize the original pur-ltain the help of our brethren, in order to
At last, in about 50 minutes from the|pose of Methodism, * to spread scriptu-|secure to our people of every class that
first stroke, one long sheet of flame cov-iral holiness through the land,” as thejaffectionate and christian oversight of

their spiritual interests, which is 0 de-
sirable and beneficial.

7. That as we are fully persuaded
from our whole history and experience,
that the doctrines we hold cannot be
preserved and transmitted in their puri-
ty, nor the practical efficiency of Metho-
dism in accomplishing its original design
be maintained, without the most careful
adherence to its whole economy, as left
to us, in all its essential features, by our
venerable founder, and since modified
only according to the urgency of new cir-
cumstanecs; we deliberately resolve,
that we will oontinue to walk by the same
rule, and to mind the same thing; that
we will ourselves cheerfully subuit to
those rules and usages which more espes

cially concern ourselves; and - that we ¥

will conscientiously attend to the faith-
ful administration of that godly disci-

and get on board the best way you can.” preaching, we may hold forth the word|pline which isjnecessaiy to purify the

church, to protect the weak;-and to edify
the body of Christ. :
Lastiy. That we determine by God’s

and importunate in supplicating upon

that cry may be irr:%ned—-far at sea,’the helm. * What a cheering sight it| 3. That as the spirit of the times ex-|gracious assistance, to be more fervent

ey of the enraged element. The seamen Sir, over ihe billows like the forked|peculiar excitements ard temptations in
were almost struck senseless by the elec-lightning iteelf down the masts of thé|reference to matters foreign to the exclu-
t:ic shock. 'This cryawakened them to aSir Walter, now under, now above the|sive calling of Methodist ministers,—we

sense of danger. The passengers almost
lost their senses, and the lady, Mrs Ha-
milton, was the only one whose courage
rose up to mest the danger with promp-
titude and energy. * The long-boat, the

waves.” resolve, in dependence on the grace of

In a short time the gig reached her|God, to keep aloof from all merely party|
destination. The vessel proved to be|purposes, and from party spirit, and to
the Saladin, Humphreys. She backed|caution and warn our people against these
her yards. In another brief space thefevils.

long-boat,” was shouted. It was now
six or eight minutes since the lightning
had struck, and every part of the cargo

 fore and aft, was already on fire. The

long-boat was full of various articles,
an.l could not be got out at the moment.
The Captain ran belw, and seized a cut-
lass and pistol, came on deck, and nerved
himself to the occasion. ** Men,” said
‘he, “you never yet deserted me in the
hour of danger—rouse yonrselves now—
1’11 shoot the first man that does not at
once do his daty. Clear out the long-
boat—aGown with the gig—stir, stir, os
in ten minutes we/shall see eternity.”—
The lady jumped hlso on deck, jwith her
hair in disorder, stood by the captain, and
appeared to §e a very spirit of heaven
anmmating the fraiier mortals to their
task. .

The thunderstruck men, headed by the

" mate, hurried as well as they could,

cleared out the long-boat, launched the
gig, and then swung down the boat in
the boiling ocean below. *Put the lady

long-boat appeared ; all were taken on| 4. That we will use our best endea-
'board, not forgetting the lady, who in|vours to convince of their errors any of]

ourselves, and upon our officers, societicg
and congregations, that rich effusion of
the Holy Spirit, which is always necessa-
ry to the success of the Jabours of chris-
tian ministers and pastors, and which is
peculiarly needed at the present time, to
prepare both ourselves and our people
for the duties, trials, and temptations of

the coming year.
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The following despatch, Cated Algiers

the greatest danger had cheered and ani-jour people who may be deluded by the
mated the men to their task. various arts of those who oppose us;
| Captain Clarke, his crew and passeng-land that by cvery consistent means we
ers were landed at Norfols. The cap-|will seek the recovery of such as we be-
tain himself bad lost every shing onllieve to be the deceived, rather than the‘

Sept. 6, was addressed by Marshal Clau-
sel to the Minister of War, by Telegraph
—Abdei Kadir experienced a check near
Oran on August 29. The Bey, Ibrahim,

board. He had 15,000 dollars in English|deceivers, especially w hen there is rea-jand the Douk{je\.ﬂs fought him bravely.—

coin, but 1t went ali to the bottom. W hen|son to hope thas they have not by ther|
the pevple of Norfolk knew their situa- general spirit and concuct, ‘rendered
tion, offers were made to raise a subscrip- [themselves unworthy of Christian com-
tion, bug he refused any aid of that kind.|munion with ns.

He sold his two boats, and with some| 5. That our conviction is more de-
private aid, paid all his own expenses,(ciced than ever, that those doctrines of
and those of his men, and when he|Christianity which we consider it our pe-

in his pocket. These he presented to fend, have always been acknowledged of
Mrs. Hamilton. God as his truth, and are the great means

Captain Ciarke, throughodt the whole|of saving sinners, and bringing them in-
of these horrible scenes, exhibited the|to connexion with his church. We are
highest gallantry and presence of mind. therefore resolved, to be explicit and
'Such a man can provide against all ordi-|careful in stating themn, and faithful and
nary accidents; but whep~Jightning ofjurgent in their application to the con-
‘heaven itself strikes a ship to the bottomsciences of our heaters. And being

reached New York had just ten dollars|culiar calling to publish, enforce, and de:|

The fire of our artillery decided his re-
treat. The enemy’s loss was very con-
siderable. 4

The cholera is very fatal in Italy; all
the letters give melancholy accounts of
the progress of the disorder  The opi-
'nion that it may be averted,} by sanitary
'cordons and the like is still prevalent,
and the government are obliged to qeiet
the people’s minds, by adopting such
measures, thoug experience does mnot
confirm their efficacy.

e (

Mr Rae Wilson, adduces as a proof of
the length of time during which the vi-
tal principle of vegetables may be pre-

‘we must all submit in silence. aware that the prominence which among
! ' us has always been properly given to the
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served, the fact that a sulbods root




