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White Oak.—I recognize another evergreen. I call on
Red Cedar (Clara).—In summer my leaves are beautiful, but in winter they become 

brown. I am found only sparingly in any part of the world, though I am the most 
widely distributed of any tree in the United States. I grow slowly and produce a 
beautiful red, fragrant wood, which is soft and very durable. My wood is now mainly 
limited to the making of lead pencils.

White Oak.—Let us next hear from
Balsam Fir (Alice).--I am a rather small, slender evergreen found in swamps, though 

often^cultivated as an ornament about dwellings, I arrive at my prime when about four­
teen years old.

White Oak.—I shall now call on
Arbor Vitæ (Maud).—I thrive in the swamps of the North and afford shelter to 

wild animals. I am often called white cedar and I furnish most of the telegraph poles, 
some fence posts, railway ties and blocks for paving streets. I take a high place as an 
orna.ii entai tree.
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White Oak.—We have now heard from all of the cone-bearing evergreen trees who 
are present. There is another tree of the State, not here present, which is cone-bearing, 
and belongs to the Pine family. I refer to the tamarack.

There arc some other matters apr opriate to Arbor Day which should demand our 
attention at this time. How do the trees of Michigan compare in beauty and variety 
with those of Great Britain of which we read so much ?

Susie.—The farther north we go the fewer kinds of trees we find ; the farther south, 
the greater the variety. Great Britain and Ireland contain more than twice the area of 
Michigan. The have one basswood, not so good as ours ; one very small maple, one 
cherry, one small ash, two elms, two poplars, one beech, one small birch, one pine, one 
oak much like our white oak. Great Britain has about ten species of trees native to 
her soil, while Michigan, with half the territory, has about ninty species, or nine times 
as great a variety.

White Oak.—For some interesting points in reference to nuts and seeds I call on
Red Maple.— Last autumn the hazels, beeches, chestnuts, oaks, hickories, walnuts 

and buckeyes, matured their fruit, and with this maturing the burs, or cups, or husks, 
opened or the stems snapped in two at a joint which began to form months before. If a 
bur or nut held fast too tenaciously, the frost made it willing to drop, and down it went 
with hundreds of others, among the leaves.

The leaves, with the help of the shifting winds, gently covered the fruit—or 
portions of it. The leaves make the best kind of protection from dry air and severe cold, 
and they come just at the right time. All the seeds are not covered, but Dame Nature is 
generous. She produces an abundance ; enough for seed and enough to feed the birds, 
squirrels, and other animals.

White Oak.—We want to hear a word about Nature’s tree-planters, the squirrels, 
birds and other animals.

Basswood.—The squirrels eat many nuts, but carry a portion to some distance in 
every direction, where they plant one or two in a place. It may be the thought of the 
squirrel to return at some future time of need, but his bump of locality is not well de­
veloped or he has laid up more than he needed. At all events some of the nuts are 
allowed to remain where he planted .hem, In this way he is a benefit to the trees, and 
pays for the nuts which he eats. He has not lived in vain, for he is a tree-planter and 
believes in arboriculture. His arbor days come in autumn, and he needs no gubernatorial 
message to stimulate him to work.

White Oak.—This subject will be continued by
White Spruce (Adeline).—Many of our trees and shrubs produce a fleshy fruit or 

berry. Among them are the mountain ash. service berry, wild crab apple, hawthorn, 
cherry,holly, viburnum, pepperidge, hackberry, mulberry, sassafras, wild plum, persimmon, 
paw paw, cedars and junipers. Many of these when ripe are rendered conspicuous by 
brilliant colors. The fruits are eagerley sought by grouse, turkeys, deer, bear, or other

munity.
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