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been sitting in this House, lie ever raised
his voice to say one word ngainst this sec-
tion 183 as It is contained in the RaIlway
Act ?

Mr. SPROULE. I can tell the lion. gen-
tleman that twenty-ofle or twenty-two years
ago I fought that question as vigorously as
I could, wben it was proposed by tbe saie
means to take over the Toronto, Grey and
Bruce Railway. .I drew attention to the
tact that It was a provincial railway that
had been subsidized to the tune of $300,000.
In one of the by-laws were contained certain
provisions that were regarded as valuable
for municipalities, and if that railway was
amalgamated with a Dominion railway and
declared to be for tbe general advantage of
Canada, it took away provincial rights, and
1 fought It: as vigorously as 1 could, as I
bave done many times since.

Mr. WADE. Now I wonder if the hon.
gentleman bias satisfled bimself that bie bas
answered my question. What I asked bilm
was this, If hie could tell me that hae ever
stood in bis place in parliament and uttered
one word against t1is section 1.83 wbici lias
been la tbe Railway Act ever since Canada
bad a Railway Act, as lnfringing upon the
rights of provinces or munîcîpalities. That
Is wbat I want to get from bdm.

Mr. SPItOULE. I do not reinember wbe-
ther I was present at the time that Act was
passed. But I say that froin time to timie
wbhen private Bis were brougbt before par-
liament infringing upoii tbose riglits. 1 oh-
jected as strenuously as I knew how.

Mr. WADE. There is an Act upon our
statute-book wbicb is substantially tbe saine
as the section we are now trying to enact.
There is this difference, that undcer tbe old
section as it stood it was necessary, be-
fore yon could rua along a bigbway, to bave
the conisent of tbe Railway Committee of
the Privy Council. Instead of that tribunal
we now have the board and it is upon that
that lion. gentlemen are making ail this
talk about ýguarding tbe rigbts of muni-
cipalities.

Mr. SPROULE. There was no Railway
Committee of tbe Privy Counicil for years
after the question was debated la tbis
Huse.

Mr. WADE. The bion. gentlenian is cer-
tainly taking a marvellous position. We
bave bad tbe old Act amended time and
time again. Let me pia bim down to this
that in 1888 tbe wbole railway legisiation
was consolidated. Did bie. wbea tbe Act was
going througb in 1888 and wben bie was
upon this side of tbe House, rise up and
say anything about infringing upon pro-
vincial rights, or city rigbts, or municipal
rigbits ? Did hie not sit in bis place and give
a silent vote, or if bie spoke, did hie not
speak in favour 0f it ?

Mr. SPROULE. Neyer.
Mr. WADE. ,We, upon tbis side of the

House, are getting somewbat tired 0f this
kind of talk. It is a fact, and hon,. gentle-
men know it, tbat before a railway cau ha
located over the country tbe company must
coma forward witb tbeir plans sbowing tbe
location and get these plans approved and if
these Plans show a line runnýing along tbe
street, before tbey cau be put into execu-
tion, tbey must bave the approval of the
board. Tbere is a tribunal provided for by
tbis BiIl whicb will listen to ail parties and
decide as to wbethar it is proper to allow
a railway to pass along a street in any
municipality. I can imagine tbat lu 99
cases out 0f 100 cases the railway company
will not be allowed to build their line along
tbe lîigbway, but in tbe 99tb case, or per-
lîaps in the 999tb case, it wlll be absolutely
necessary tbat the railway should be carried
along the higbway or a street because there
wvould. be no other feasibla way by wbicb
it could be carried along. Then, I ask bon.
gentlemen as a reasonable proposition:
Must not this parliament bave tbe power
to enact a law by wbich a charter eau be
carried into effect that is granted by this
Ilouse ? The speech of the bon. member
for East Grey would laad us to suppose, in
tact, hae bas made the solemu declaratiou,
tbat bie would. wrest from tbese companies
ail the rights tbay bave 0f ýcrossing bigh-
ways under the provisions of thîs section.
Tlîat is a hold declaration to maka. It may
be one tbat will brîng to ihlm soma influence
ni the rural districts but I amn sure-

Mr. SPROULE. 1 neyer miade sncb a
declaration.

Mr. WADE. I am glad to know I mis-
understood. the lion. gentleman and that hae
wvill not take sucb a position now. The
lion. gentleman will lead us to suppose that
tlîis parliament bias no powers. Surely,
tlîat is a peculiar contention. The parlia-
ment 0f Canada bhas the right to declara
wbat are works for the general banefit of
Canada. The parliament of Canada bas the
riglît to pass a genaral railway law, parlia-
mient bias the right to incorporate railway
companies and I must take this occasion
for saying that I regret that hion, gentlemen
opposite bave so mucb to say about this
charter jobbing- and of people w-ho are
around grabbing up ail tiiese francbises.
1. cannot imagine wbat sort of men are con-
ducting these affairs in the province of
O)ntario. We bear notbing of tbat kind iu
our province down hy the sea and I cannot
believe that the people wbo are organizing
tbese companies are quite as had as their
frieads over there paint tbam. If 'we bave
the rigbt to enaet a general railway law
aîîd if we have tbe rigbt to charter railway
companies must we not possess tbe rigbt
of sayIng that they can build tbair rail-
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