
M^.M^^^t

VJ

Eugllsh market, which they detlre. can be
hn.l for the asklnjr. Year after year they
have endeavourpd to persuade themselves of
that. I suppose, that, like a man who tells
the same story again and again until he
persuades himself that It Is true, many hon
gentlemen opposite have persuaded them-
selves they can easily obtain that preference
In the English market. We thought that the
utterances of the English press, the articles
publlshe.1 In the great British Journals, the
s^atmnents of the leading public men 'u
both political parties, and mo.st of all the
statements of such men as Mr. .losepi.
Chamberlain, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach and
nio Duke of Devonshire, niiide It perfectly
clear that that preference, which hon. genUe-men opposite believed ft was so easy to get
could not ho obtained In the English mar-
ket, and that view we still hold. The onlvnew incident that has occurred that I can
recall since I la.st discussed this subject
here, was that whicli occurred in con-
nec'tion with the meetiUK of the A.sso-
elated Chaiiibera of Commerce in Lon-
don last summer. There the question was
'•used in a very gentle and modest form

:

in the form of a resolution asliin- Her Ma-
J.-s^tys government to api-oint a roval com-
mission to Inquire Into the quostlon of Im-
perial trade. But even in that innocent
torni. so Innocent and harmless t!)at it is
'lifflcnlt to see how any one would oppose it
«-e Und that when they asked a hearing be-'
ore the British Prime Minister to present
their resolution, he stated that the time was
Mot opportune to consider it and he decline<l
to receive the deputation. And then dls-
couraKed and discomforted by the illustrious
I rime Minister of (Jreat Britain, they went
t'' the Colonial .Secretary. They made a visit
t'> >fr. Chamberlain, who. I have no doubt
r-'-eived them with that great courtesy and
'•nsideration which he always extends to
' ;n.adians. They tried to persuade Mr
I'.-nnherlain that this preference sliould be

-'•anted, an.l thoir own records and reports
','""' '"^-•'"'' can be quoted If necessary-
"at Mr. Cl:amberlaln told them courteously
I'Ut hrmly and emphatically that tlie thluir
could not be e">"-»"'-o.-i f-v « . ,- ^^ ^ .—..e-j Tvv a tuument unless
t i-y were prepared to give up their tariff
I'lotcction .against Great Britain. That was
t- • basic principle of Mr. Chamberlain's
statement, and these gentlemen were not pre-

pared to give that up. nor would I have been

IZce'^'^
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Mr. MACLEAN. Mr. Chamberlain mayhave to change his mind like others.

The MINLSTER OK FINANCE. Poa-
slbly. .My hon. friend (.Mr. Maclean) willdo me the Justice to say that I am dealing
with things of the past and present, and we
Will not say too much of the future but Isny that as respects the past, in the year
18.>7. when we adopted our tariff, that
policy of a preference In the English marketwas not possible. It was not possible In
1S.)S

: It was not possible In ISW ; it was
not possible In 1000. when the Prime .Mln-
Ister of Oreat Britain refuse,' o even re-
celve a deputation to talk al, .t it •

it wis
not possible when the dist'n .,siied Colonial
Secretary told the deputat.^n tuat he could
not entertain the matter unless they were
prepared to abandon the tariff against
<Jreat Britain.

Mr. KEMP. .Aray I ask the hon. ;;entle.
man fHon. Air. Fielding) where he got his
Information In reference to 1,1s observation
that Mr. Chamberlain refused to receive the
deputation ?

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. Mv hon
friend (Mr. Kemp) has misunderstood me
I did not say that .Mr. Chamberlain
• efused to see the deputation. I am
aware that the deputation of whichmy hon. friend (Mr. Kemp) was .a member.
called on Mr. Chamberlain. What I did say
WIS th;it the Primo Minister. Lord Salia-
b'lr.v, refused to see the deputation which
only asked the privilege of presontin- this
bald and not very strong resolution.

Mr KEMP. There was no deputation to
Mr. Chamberlain.

The MINLSTER OF FINANCE. Does the
bon. gentleman say there was no deputa-
tion to Mr. ('haiul)erlaln ?

Mr. KEMP. Not this last summer.

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. I hold
In my hand the report of the delegate of
the Ottawa Board of Trade, who was one
of the deputation which called upon Mr
Chamberlain, and who describes Mr Cham-


