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success where they had failed. I doubt whether they know.
The enemy was still up the slopes and on the slopes, still pro-
tected in his concrete, and with his machine-guns undamaged.
But these Canadians worked their way forward in small packs,
and each man among them must have been inspired by a kind
of rage to get close to the blockhouses and have done with them.
They went through those who had fallen in the first attack,
and others fell, but there was enough to close round the concrete
forts and put them out of action. The garrisons of these
places, thirty in the largest of them, fifteen to twenty in the
smaller kind, had been told to hold them until they were killed
or captured. They obeyed their orders, but preferred capture
when the Canadians swarmed about them and gave them the
choice. There were about 400 prisoners brought down from
Bellevuc, and nearly all of them were taken from the block-
houses on the way up to the crest and from a row of them along
the road which goes across the crest.

It was a few hours before the enemy behind launched his
counter-attacks, after a heavy shelling of Bellevue, which he
now knew was lost to him—a bitter surprise to his regimental
and divisional commanders. It is uncertain what delayed his
counter-attacks, but the mud had something to do with it, for
on the German side as well as on ours there are swamps in
which tall men sink to their necks, and bogs in which they are
stuck to their knees, so badly that some of our prisoners lost
their boots in getting free of this grip.

It was at about four o'clock in the afternoon that the first

German column tried to advance upon Bellevue from the
northern end of the spur. They were caught lur barrage
and shattered. Half an hour later another hei. attack was
delivered against the Canadians on the main I'asschendaele
Ridge, and this was repulsed after close and fierce fighting, in
which fifty prisoners were taken by our side.

All through the night, after those vain efforts to get back
their ground, the enemy shelled the Canadian positions heavily,
but on the left, by Bellevue, the men of that brigade, which
had done such heroic things, not only held their ground, but
went farther forward to Bellevue cross-roads, where there was
another row of blockhouses. They were abandoned by the
enemy, who had fled hurriedly, leaving behind their machine-
guns and ammimition—eighteen machine-guns on 800 yards of


