
south oi this line Ltlongs to lUis formaiion, and all to the north of it to the more favour-
dl.IyaiKl hiiihlv xahial.lc lonuatiou of thr carlKmilerous svsi,-,,).

hr narrowest and sh..rl.-st lin.- bv whi.h this ran:;., or Ih.Ii ,an hv crossod occurs at
lal, a.v, and at the san.e tnne, ,min- to a favoural.h- break in ihr chain, at the lowest

l.o.n in altitud,-
;
the suinunl level thro..:,], it nut exeeedinti ninety feet.
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oon l.v i.e Wintehav, ,. and dir.ct line (route So. 3), it must follow the coast for
11 .^^ar(^

. , ihirt.v miles, as lar as Country Ifarhour, and then a further comm across itof another .h.r.y n.des
: i.uohin:,^ in tin. distance Iwo if not three tmuieU, and must

-surmoiiiii a Miminit levri of KM) ltt.t.

2 The second ureal obstacle is the Buy of Fundy. This, as stated, is fatal to the
to llio nrst route, liy the other routes it c;.n be turni'd and ayoided.
u Ihe th.rd cbstaeh" is the . ,1,^0 of Cobe(,uid Hills. These extend all alon- the

orih >hor.- o( thr Jay of Mu.. ,nd vcn nearly across, but not .,.,it.., to the shore atthe Stra.ts oi .\orthund..erland In b.e.tdth the ranf,'e pre.ery. s nearly an uniform
uidth oi about 10 miles. In altitude the hills avera-e from «00 to lUOO feet. Theowest point altera eareful sury.;y, ^yas found to beat tli,> Folly J.ake, (JOU feet ?bove
ne sea. Ihis raniic .an be avoided and parsed by the Whitehavi'ii and direct route,
but must be surniotinted and crossed over by the Halifax and eastern line (route No. 2 )Ihe prevadmg rocks are panite, porphyry, and (lay sla»e, in the npper po'tions •

alon- the shore oi the iJay of Minas and on the m.rthern side, the foraiation is of the
red sandstone and the coal measures.

Tnis range abounds with t.,' most valual)le minerals, of vvhich a large mass of spe-
cular iron ore, ol unequalled richness, occurs elose to the line, ami only recmires facility
ot carriage lor bruiiiing coals to the spot, to U; worked with profit.
A large |)ortion of this tract still remains ungranted, and timber of excellent growth

with abundance ol the Imest stone for building purjioses, are to be inc t with, and still
belonging to the Crown, can be had ior the expense of labour oidy.

I. The fourth obstr.cle is the broad and extensive range of highlands which occu-
pies nearly the whole space in the centre of New Brunswick from the Miramichi River
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Kestigouche. Some of these mountains rise to an altitude exceeding

ZUin) teet. °

The Tobi,|uc River runs through them, forming a deep valley or trough, which must
be crossed by the Direct line, and increases greatly the difficulty of piLssing by them.

Ihe lowest point of the ridge, overlooking the Tolmiue River, at which anv line of
railway must pass is 1216 feet above the sea. Then follows a descent to the river of
/yt) teet m 18 mdes, and the summit level on the opjiosite ridge or crest Iwtvveen the
lobiqtie ai;u Hestigouche waters, is 920 feet alwve t^e sea, or a rise of 500 feet above
the point o crossing the Tobique water. These great summit levels which must be
surmounted fo.ni a serious objection to this route.
The Eastern line by the coast avoid this chain altogether. The greatest summit

evel along it will not be above 368 feet, while the distance by each from the province
ine at Uay \ erte to the Restigouclie River (the northern limit of New Brunswick) will
l>e as nearly as jiossiblc the same, there being only a dilfcrence of one mile in these two
roiites througa this province.
The rocks composing this chain ofmountains are granite, various kinds of slates, grau-

wacKe, hme stone, sandstone, &c.
5. The fifth and last obstacle to be overcome and which cannot be avoided by any

ot tbe routes, is the mountain range running along the whole course of the River St.
Lawrence in a very irregular line, but at an average distance from it ^f about twenty
miles. It occupies with its spurs and branches a large portion of the space between
the fet. l^awrcnce and the Restigouthe River. The rocks and strata composing the

"2 range


