
INTRODUCTION.

THE following Trial has for its objeft the difcovery

of a crime the rnoft atrocious, of the kind, that

ever the depravity of human nature could juftify one man
in laying to the charge of another. The killing of a
fellow-creature, though unaccompanied by circumftances

of malice or cruelty, always fhocks the mind, even upon
recital, and, when accompanied with fore-thought and
barbarity, and charafterized by the name of Murder,
never fails to raife in us the feelings of indignation and
abhorrence.—But in the prefent inftance our emotions are

carried ftill farther i-«-we are not only ftruck with the

enormity of the crime itfclf, but view it attended by fo

black a train of concurrent aggravating guilt, that afto-

nilhment and terror are fuperadded to indignation and
abh.prrence.

When we reflcf^ upon the deliberate malice with which
the d'Ccd has been meditatedj planned and perpetrated

;

when we confider that it had been the determination of
fome months ftanding, and that a week's journey, at an
inclement feafon of the year, through the moft defert

parts of the country, had been undertaken for the ex-
prcfs purppfe of executing the abominable fcheme, and
when we view the obftinate malignity of the perpetrators,

whofe flinty hea,rts neither the kind reception nor cordial

friendfhip of the deceafed and his family could foften or

fhake from their diabolical parpofe, with all tlie concomi-
tant circumftances of their guilt, we paufe with amaze-
ment ac the ad

!

To offer any further comment upon the atrocioufne's

of the crime is unneceflTary. The unhappy objedts of
this Trial have fuffered the laft punifhmeiit of the law,

and by a voluntary confelTion of their guilt and by every

proof
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