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that, at least, much more might havi; bocu made of it, if the (liKcovercvs and tho.se who

Huecoodt'd them laid l)0(>n adnated by more humane and rational aims.

Of the conqtxests of the Semitic languages, Christendom and the domain of the Prophet

are the standing testimonies. If we add the lYom i^oO to 3S0 millions who profess Chris-

tianity to the 17") millions who obey th^ di('tat(,'s of the Koran, it must be acknowledged

that the vSemites have done their share in making the world what it is. A people's

langUiig'O contains the essence of its character and experience, and as the iSible is th(!

highest product of Hebrew thought and speech, and the Koran of the language and ideas

of the Arabs, these religions conquests may, in a certain sense, l)e set down as concjuests

of language. Duliois Iveyuiond also credits the Semites with the creation of modern

science: "The fearful earnestness of a religion which claimed for itself all knowledge

* * * imparted to humanity, in the lapse of centuries, that character of so))riety and

of profundity which certainly lit ted them Ix'tter for patient r"search than did the light-

hearted joy of life favored by the heathen religions.''

"We come lastly to ask what is the total of Aryan contribution to civilization and all

that it implies. It cannot be denied that the three great religions of "West Asia and

Euroi)e were the gift of the Semites. Tnit the question naturally occurs wdiether the Jews,

in thi> days of the Persian exile, may not have learned from Zoroastrian teachers some of

the great truths which they were (h'stined to impart to mankind. If Judaism be indebted

to the Zendavesta, then to the Aryans will belong the tilory of beinn' tlie sjnritual teachers

of almost the whole human rat'e. This is a jiroblem. however, which is not yet solved and

on which it would be vain to linu'er. "Without robbing the Semites of any of the honour

which has long beeji ascribed to them, the Aryans have had a share in the work of civiliza-

lion which need fear no comparison with that of all the rest of mankind, hi the East

Sakyamuni, " of Idameh'ss life,'' the " linished model of all the virtues," who holds a place in

the lalendar of the Roman Catholic Church as St. Josaphat, has been the spiritual teacher

of niort' thiin a third of the human race. Even if we leave his work oxit of the list of

Aryan conquests, there is still enough left to establish the claim of the Aryans to the first

rank among the benefactors of mankind. Th*; career of Greece alone may be set (religion

apart) against all the achievements of the Si'mitic or " Allophylian" races. TheuKome, in

turn, laid the solid foundations of that modern civilization in which Teutons and Celts and

Neo-Latins were to be fellow-workers, and in which the Slavonii' nations have begun to

have a part. All that Europe and America are to-day, and whatever of progress has been

madein Asiii, Africa, Au.stralia and Oceauica during the last three centuries maj' be included

in the Aryan conquest.

It remains to inquire very In'iefly into the share which each of the European groups of

tongues has had in the work of civilization. To pronounce on the relative importance of

the great liti'ratiu'es of Europe would not bi' an easy task. Each of them has characteristic

merits, to which the value of the language as an instrument of thought contributes ; each

of them has its grandeur, it.s_ peculiar charms, whii'h only those, perhaps, "to the manner

born " can thoroughly appreciate. To every one who is normally constituted his own
language and its literature must be supremely dear. Hut that fact ought not to jirevent us

from weighing carefully and deciding honestly as to the special claims of which jxistice

demands the acknowledgment.*

* rorliaiis, no niord telling in.stancu cuu'd bu iiddiiccd ul' thu dillbronco that lies botwoon comiiK'st m tbc vulgar


