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that of cQQtiimpt fi^ tliq Bench, uiui that L^ie pivof rliureof \va$ established by the lanju^
used on that occasion. It waa an assortitn of superiority, inconsistent with anJ dan-

gerous to fitie'instituf >ns. Fleming dM ot leave his boarding-house with the intention of

iflayinj his viptim, but tbfi pofsesston of (^anj^ri^tts weapons was coosidered evidence of inten-

tion. So also, Mr. Gartier, by iuis bearing towartU the Bar and the Bench, excluded any othe^

interpretation than that of malicious intent. As he d(%lt out justice to that boy, so he nooiv

ed it lit the hands of hie order.

Mr. Gartier, it may be admitted, may havq been L\isled by the at^dade of some Members
of the Bar and Bench towards hint, an attidude inoonsihtent with the independence and spirit

which ought to t^nimt^te the members pf a liberal and homrable profession. The Legislature,

in an unguarded moment, had placed in the hands of the Attoi uoy-General thi power of

selecting members of the Bench for Commissioners, with incr^^ned emoluments, and of promot-

ing them from an inferior to a superior grade. It had enablecJ J>im also to name Advocates to

new and lucrative appointments. The result was, that the exptctftats, with f«w and honorable

exceptiuiis, iiiateou of qualifying tbtoiaelveti for uuch distinctions, occupied thei. time not in

the performan>'« of professional duties, but in following the movements and executing with

servile alacrity the wishes and directions of the dispenser of so much and valuable patronage.

In some respects Mr. Gartier is to be admii-ed. His word is his loud. If ho says he will

do a thing, you inay consider it accomplished. The parasites which surround him he treats

with disdain. He orders and ho pays. Tjwy obey and receiye their wages, but he does not
condescend to terms of friendship with them.

The Bar, in their support of the Chief Justice and Mr. Ayl^in, were not influenced by
private motives. They did hdi examine the names of the individuals ; they merely considered

the principle at stake. They protest against the view taken by one of the newspaper corres-

pondents, who coolly admits that if he had thought the language fipplied fo a particular

Member of the Bench he would have concurred in the action of the Bar. Such views are not

shared in by the Bar. They are not the slaves of the Bench, and they are not disposed for

any consideration to agenoutller themselves to any Member of • 3 Beu/'h.

The Resolutions complaining of the delay in making Judicial appointments, and pointing

out the danger to the independence of the Bench of converting Judges into Gommissioners,

were rendeied necessary in consequence of the evil repults attending the power thus conferred

on the Attorney-Qeneral, and the delay pe' itted to elapse for itc fixercise. Painful suspicioijs

were prevalent, and universal fear and dou! . occupied the minds of those who oughi to have
been filled with confidence and trust. The case of the Ministerial shuffle having been decided

in Upper Canada in an unsatisfactory manner, the pr">priety of trying the question in Lower
Canada was entertained ; but anxieties were felt as to the Bench before whom the question

must have been tried. The Shuffler-in-Chief, the Minister responsible for the flagrant evasion

of the Law, could appoint tu other and more valuable offices, and it was determined that a
question involving his political existence could not safely be trigd by persons who had been

reduced into subjection by the improvidence 0^ the Legislature. To avoid the criticisms which
the failure of the prosecution would ^lave evoked, the trial of the question was abandoned

th** preservation of the ermine from the suspicion of polijcal bias and sabservienoy was
paramount—the Bar then could only denounce the pr^^ctices as unwise and unconstitutional

destructive alike to the respectability of the Ju(lges and the interests and libeirties of the country.

The Resolution declaring tbp"^ thq office of Attorney-General had been degraded into

a mere political employment, w,£° A^nded to mark: the condemnation of the Bar of the system
of appointing persons as Crown Omcers not (juolified by their legal attainments to discharge

the duties of the office. The Attorney-General should be found in Court, and if he were, he
would be made to respect his oi;der by the Members of the Bar he wojild encounter ; but the

running about corridors and lobbies, and whipping in absentees by telegraphs are now the

important duties devolving upon Her Majesty's Attorney-General fijr Lpwer Canada.

The course adopted by the Bar, will not be considered by the Bench as adulatory ; but, on
the contrary, v.ill be recognised a^ a manly and independent movement, calculated to check
the encroachments of tiie Executire, and to impose upon the Bench, the necessity of so com-
porting tiiemselves as to obtain the approval of the order to \ybich they belong. It will prevent

any tripotage between the Atiorney-General and any Member of the Bench, and save us
and the country from political influences in the disposal of the Judicial patronage of the Grown.

There were other Resolutions proposed at tha preliminaty meeting, which did not meet
with unanimous approval, and in consequence were withdrawn. Thg object of them was to

condemn the majority of the House of Assembly who supported Mr. Gartier on the occasion

m question, and by that raenns it waa intended to warn th< Members of the profession, in

Parliament that tljey had responsibilities towards their order which no selfish personal ad*

vantage should induce them to forget.

It was also contejnplate^ to convey to the Govemor-Gengral, ttiat he had certain duties

Government of this country he might find that he had beeij n)^ af^ accomplice in a state of

things in Canada similar to that in the Ionian Islands.


