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cither of tlio Coloniiil sfatosmou now in thist country on a fspocial

niisHion from Now Z(>alnucl, liad Lgou nutliouticatod from the

fomuicncomont, and Loforo tlio .Secretary for the Colonies had
<!ommittod liiiUHcH' to a partlcuhir cour.so, tliat coursy would have
Loon uiodillud and lliu liOMvtLuruiuf;'^! and ali(«iiati(m of fooling",

which all uuist doploro, Avould liavo boon avoided. It had houn
ohjoctcd ihat tho policy wliieh ho now advocated would tend to

relax iiislcad of drawing' closei- II10 hund of uni(m. TIo Avould

r(>ply that tlio Loud of union liehveon ili(> parent Ntato and the

now adult Colonics was not (strengthened hut ntrainod hy an un-
duly close associatidu ])erpelualiiig- thu condition appropriate to

uonugo, iiud the conviction forced upon him by a long- and
varied e.\p(>rienco in Colonial all'airs Avax, that tho alternative lay

between ultimate .separation and the recognition of those Colonies

on tho same looting as foreign >Stat(\s in alliance so far as rogardfi

thi.s matter of diplomatic relations.

He beliiwed ho had mjule out a sulliciont case for impiiry.

He had occupied the attcnition of tho House at too great length,

('onscious as he was of imibility to do justice to so gnnit a subject,

ho must thanhfully aclvuowledgo the kind attention a\ ith which
the House had favoured him. Loyalty and patriotism wore
potent spirits, liad -worked wonders in times past, and might
again; but they were spirits intaugibl(\ incorporeal—once evapo-

rated they could never again lay hold of them. They wore lost

for ever. This consideration should temper and guide not only

our dealings, Ijiit our touo of conauunicatiou with our great solf-

maiutaiuiug and self-governing Colonies.

A great opportunity now presented itself for consolidating, on
an oven and pernmnent basis, tho union of their great Colonial

Empire—an opportunity -which, if alloAved to pass aA\-ay, might
mwer return, for imitiug those great self-governing communities
Avith the parent .State by the bond of a common allogianeo,

aifordiug to each the advantages of common citi^oubhip, and to

both tho strength of union iu a great Empire.
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