
mPBIMEBIE NATIONALE. 29

years of age for thirteen people—were he even

to be fairly divided among them all—would be

equal only to a sucking tutor rather more than

a twelvemonth old for each; besides which, it

was but too evident that as my nine sisters,

in the exercise of their undoubted prerogative,

would very probably not only constantly encircle

the young guide, but would each and all at

once be continually asking him questions of

different degrees of importance, I should not

only have no instruction at all, but should be

obliged to go through the establishment exactly

at the unequal rate the nine ladies might pre-

scribe ; that I should have to stop whenever they

stopped, and, what was still worse, to hurry by

whatever they happened at the moment to feel

indisposed to notice.

As the disorder, however, was evidently in-

curable, I resolved to join in and get through

the merry dance as well as I could. I there-

fore introduced myself to a partner, who, in re-

turn for the confidence I reposed in her, very

obligingly teazed the young guide until he told

her whatever I wanted ; and by means of this

description of spoon-diet, I obtained, I think,

rather more nourishment than my share.

Our first introduction was to a room which

none of the ladies would stop to look at, sur-


