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in liis litter towards Aiicona, lu» died in si^ht of the gftlloys, in

wliii!li ho wns to (MribaiU, but from which no royal banner IJoalod

over tlie sen.

The good old phrases "Christ's Kingdom," and "the Kepublio

of dod," had lost their meaning for the wor'dlings, who struggled

for the tn^isures of the ocean and the earth, and this publie indif-

ference was nceompanietl by gross private immorality. Whether

wo examine the Itepublics or the KingdoniK, we lind little elso

but assasinations and adulteries, among tiie ])owerful familea:

eonsj)ieuous as these horrid vices are, in the high plueei* of that

time, it is i'([ual]y certain, that the politicians, «<> eriminal in tlieir

own lives, were all signalized by " independence" of liome. The

Italian politicians had borrowed the theory of "a balancio

of ])ower, " iVoni the prevalent study of (Irecian j)olitics.

(iradually the chief Eur(j|tean Courts accepted it, and the league

of Cambray, for tiie j^artition of Venice, formed in jr)08, is tho

type of jiM tho Holy Alliances since projected. One of the chief

parties to that com))act, had publicly exjtressed a hope that the

then " J'upc would be the last of them," for "like all the rest, ho

wa.s a scoundrel ;" another struck a medal to reeonl his hatred of

Rome, with the motto—"IVrish tho name of liabylon." These

personages were tho most Christian King of Francie, and the

Apostolic Empeior Maximilian, who may be reckoned, says

D'Aubigne, "among those who ])repared the way for the reforma-

tion." Compare the league of Cambray, with ayy of the Crusades,

if you wish to see how I'ar worldly interests had encroached on

Christian ])rineiples in European politics.

"The balance of power," or "sy.stem of e(piilibrium," was cer-

tain to take from tho ]\:)2)es, the arbitremont of the internal dis-

putes of Christendom, and to throw it into the hands of coalitions

of princes. But this scheme could not work, so long as the bulk

of their sul)jects were truly Catholic
; a Ihet which the Jubilee of

1450, established. The moral jiower of tho Poj)0 was necessarily

the highest political power so long as Europe remained one in

faith, loyally bound to the presidential chair of Peter. It is there-

fore obvious, that })rinces and communities deeply interested in

the new system of l)olicy, and the new proj(;cts of conmieree,

would become natural patrons of Protestantism, as a ])olitieal agent,

as a counterpoise to Home, and a basis of foreign coalitions.

As if to complete tlie conspiracy against the Church, the liter-

ature of the age, both popular and professional, had grown as


