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gatlves of the Crown, moft of the rights of the RSVibw*

people J——even then tba exercife of thofc powers ""
'"

'

could in no wife be deemed ufurpations or encroach-

ments.

But the tfuth is, to the exercife of thefe powers,

the Colonies have not tacitly, but txprefsly^ con-

fented ; as exprefsly as any fubjeA of Great Britain

ever confented to A£ls of the Britifli Parliament.

Confult the Journals of either Houfe of Parliament i

confult the proceedings of their own AfTemblies ; and

innumerable will be the occafions, on which the legality

of thefe powers will be found to be exprefsly recog-

nifed by kSis of the Colonial AfTemblies. For in

preceding reigns, the petitions from thefe AfTemblies

were couched in a language, very difl^rent from that

which they have afTumed under the prefent reign, fn

praying for the lion-exercife of thefe powers, in parti-

cular inflances, they adkndwledged their legality ; the

right in general was recognifed ; the exercife of it, in

particular inflances, was prayed to be fufpended on

the fole ground of ittixpedience.

The lefs reafon can the Americans have to com-

plain againft the exercife of thefe powers, as it was

under the confbu.t exercife of the felf-fame powers,

that they have grown up with a vigour and rapidity

unexampled : That within a period, in which other

communities have fearcely had time to take root, they

have fhot forth exuberant braitches. So flourifhing is

their agriculture, that—vrc are told—•* beftdes feeding

*' plentifully their own growing multitudes, their

** annual exports have exceeded a milliou :" So flou-

rifhing is their trade, that—we are told—** it has

** increafed far beyond the fpeculations of the mofl

. ;,
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