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cUance of the West Indian summers, may na-

turally be expected to contain no small variety

of native plants. So numerous and important

indeed are they, as to render it impossible in a

work not devoted particularly to the subject to

notice them as they deserve ; we must therefore

be contented with the selection of such alone as,

from their utility and beauty, have the strong-

est claim to our attention.

The botany of these states, including the

Floridas, or, in other words, of the whole region

extending eastward from the Mississippi to the

ocean, and southward from the river St. Law-
rence with its lakes to the gulf of Mexico, may
be divided into those vegetables which are com-
mon to the whole country, and those that oc-

cupy only particular parts.

The most generally diffused species among
the timber trees are the willow-leaved oak
growing in the swamps ; the chesnut oak,

which in the southern states attains an enor-

mous size, and is almost as valuable for its

sweet farinaceous acorns as for its wood; the
white oak; the red and the black. Next to

these in rank are two kinds of walnut, the

black, and the white or hiccory, esteemed for

its oily nuts. The chesnut and beech of Eu-
rope are also found abundantly in the American
forests. The tulip tree and sassafras laurel,

more impatient of cold than the preceding, ap-

pear as shrubs on the Canadian borders, rise into

trees in the midland states, and on the warm
banks of the Altamaha attain the full perfection

of stateliness and beauty. The sugar maple, on
the contrary, is seen only on the northern sides

of the hills in the southern states, and increases

both in size and frequency in the more bracing

climate of the New England provinces. The
sweet gum tree, the iron wood, the nettle tree,

the American elm, the black poplar, and the

taccamahacca, appear in evei*y state of the

Union wherever the soil is suitable, without
being much aftected by variety of climate.
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The light sandy tracts, both wet and dry, are

principally inhabited by the important and use-

ful family of pines : of these the chief species

are the Pennsylvanian fir, the common and the

hemlock spruce fir ; the black, the white, and
the AV^eymouth pine ; and the larch : neai'ly

allied to which are the arbor vitas, and the ju-

niperus virginiana, the red cedar of America.
The smaller trees and shrubs that are dispersed

in all parts of the United States, among a mul-

titude of others, consist of the following ; the

fringe tree, the red maple, the sumach and poi-

son oak, the red mulberry, the persimmon
pk'm, and robinia pseudacacia, and the triple-

thoined acacia.

Such of the common herbaceous plants and
low shrubs as are best known to the generality

of readers from their introduction into the gar-

dens of Great Britain are the collinsonia, used

by the Indians against the bite of the rattle-

snake, several gay species of phlox, the thorn-

apple, the Pennsylvaraan lily and golden mar- *

tagon, the biennial Oenothera, with many species
*

of aster, monarda, and rudbeckia.

The mountainous ridges are not sufficiently

high to be rich in alpine plants ; their climate,

however, is sensibly cooler than that of the

plains, on which account those .pf the south are

inhabited by the vegetables of Pennsylvaoia

and the northern states, while the higlilands of

these abound in the plants of Canada.

But the glories of tht American flora are

principally confined to Virginia and the south-

ern states ; it is here that the unfading verdure

of the wide savannas, the solemn magnificence

of the primeval forests, and the wild exuberance

of the steaming swamps, offer to the astonished

admiration of the botanist every thing that by
colour, by fragrance, and by form, can dieligkt -

the senses and fix the attention.

Among the vegetables that inhabit the low
shores of the Floridas, Geoiigia, and South Ca-

rolina, may be distinguished the mangrove tree,

the only shrubby plant that can flourish in salt

water, the fragrant and snowy-flowered pancra-

tium of Carouna, and the splendid lobelia car-

dinalis.

The low ridges of calcareovw soil running pa-

rallel with the rivers, and rising from the le^ el

savannas into extensive lawns and swelling hills,

are generally covered with open or entangled

woods, except where they have been converted

into tillage by the industry of the inhabitants^

In these rich tracts grow the lofty palmetto,

the evergreen oak, the sweet bay, the benzoe
laurel, the common laurel, the wide shading

broom pine, and the red cedar. The strait sil-

very columns of the papaw fig, rising to the

height of tvventy feet, and crowned by a canopy
of broad sinuited leaves, form a. striking feature

in this delicious scenery ; while the golden fruit

and fragrant blossoms of the orange, nere realize

the ancient traditions of the groves of the Hest


