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other chiefs made the same request of Agent
Royer and Special Agent Cooper. The reijiiest

was refused ; no white man was sent to them.

On Sunday last Sitting IJuH's emissaries pre-

vailed ; the Brules became hostile, stole horses

and cattle, and are now on the edge of the Had
Lands, ready for a winter's campaign. Many
Indians who were friendly when I left the

agency will join them. They have po.ssession

of the agency beef herd of thirty-live hundred
head of cattle. The presence of troops at the

agency is being rapiilly justified. What I .state,

investigation can Substantiate.

There are two prominent events sub-

sequent to the arrival of troops at Pine
Ridge which have especially excited in-

quiry in the public mind and to which I

will refer. The first is the arrest and
death of Sitting Bull ; the second is the

affair of Wounded Knee. The limits of

this article will only pennit an outhue
of these incidents.

Tlie arrest of Sitting Bull was, no
doubt, a measure necessary to prevent

further spreading of a revolt which
largely emanated from him. Concern-
ing his own dangerous intentions there

can be no doubt. The evidence on this

point is abundant and specific. The ar-

rest was attempted under telegraphic

instructions from General Ruger, at St.

Paul, to Colonel Drum, commanding
Fort Yates, the military post adjoining

the Standing Rock Agency, under date

of December 12th. Itwas the expressed
wish of General Ruger that the military

and the civil agent should co-operate

in effecting the arrest. Fortimately en-

tire harmony existed between Colonel
Drum and Major McLaughlin. The
agftnt wished to effect the arrest by
means of the Indian police, so as to

avoid unnecessary irritation to the fol-

lowers of Sitting Bull, and at a time
wh<iu the majority of tliese Indians
would be absent from their camp
drawing rations at the agency. This
wise intention was frustrated by the
unexpected attempt of Sitting Bull to

leave the reservation. Therefore the

arrest, instead of being attempted De-
cember 20th, was precipitated Decem-
ber 14th. Sitting Bull evidently intend-
ed to submit to his captors peaceably,
but, while dressing, in his tent for the
journey, he was incited to resistance

by the outcries of his son, who berated
the Indian policemen and exhorted his

father not to allow himself to be taken.

Upon coming out of his tent, under
charge of the police, Sitting Bull yielded
to his sou's advice and called on his

people to rescue him. In an instant a
savage crowd of one hundred and fifty

Indians attacked and tired upon the
poUce. Almost immediately six of the

police were killed or moi-tally wounded,
and Sitting Bull was himself killed by
one of the wounded police. The fight

lasted about half an hour. The police

soon drove the Indians, who far out-

numberc' them, from around the ad-

joining buildings and into the surround-
ing Avoods. During the fight women
attacked the poUce with knives and
clubs, but in every instance the latter

simjjly disarmed and placed them under
guard until the troops arrived, after

which they were given their liberty.

The highest praise for courage aixd

ability was accorded the police for their

part in this affair ])y the military officer

commanding the troops who supported
them.
Can American patriotism see nothing

in the devotion of these men to dutv,

their loyalty to the flag, their constancy
even unto death, which is worthy an en-

during monument ? Can American art

find no inspiration, no elements of true

dramatic emotion, in this pre-eminently
American tragedy?

It were well if the same chisel which
recorded in "eternal bronze" the sad
and patient nobUity of Lincoln might
also fashion some memorial to the

humble heroes of Standinjij Rock ! The
genius of Thorwaldseu and the fidelity

of the Swiss Guard breathe forever in

the dying Lion of Lucerne. May not
the genius of some American sculptor

and the fidelity of the Indian police find

similar expression?

What is to be said of Wounded Knee,
with its two hundi-ed dead, its slaugh-

tered women and children? Evidence
from various reliable sources shows veiy

clearly that Colonel Forsythe, the vet-

eran officer in charge, did all that could
be done by care, consideration, and
firmness to prevent a conflict. He had
provided a tent warmed with a Sibley

stove for Big Foot, who was ill with pneu-
monia. He assured the Indians of kind
treatment, but told them also that they
must surrender their arms. He tried to
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