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Contest between foreign powers for possession. General

views. Steam boat navigation. J\*atnral resources

of the west. Abundunt means of national prosperity.

Source of support for a dense population. General

boundaries. Face of the country. Hills and moun-

tains. Principal rivers. Projected canals. Fertility

of soil. J\*ative productions. ^Agricultural remarks.

Growth of timber. Stones, on and near the surface.

Minerals. Antiquities. JVatural curiosities. Wild

animals and fowls. Fish. Indian tribes. Boundary

between the free and slave states. Cession of the

Floridas. First settlement of the western country.

Separation of the eastern from the Atlantic states.

The discovery of the new world, by Christopher Co*

lumbus, while the human mind had scarcely awoke from

the ignorant and superstitious slumbers of the dark agesw

opened to the nations of Europe a new and important

theatre of action.

The abundance of the precious metals in the south,

tempted the avarice of the Spaniards, who barbarously

exterminated the innocent natives, and seized upon theii*

possessions, underpretext of right by conquest.

North Americi^as not explored by the Spaniard)^

English, or French, until a much later period. A contest

between these nations, for the jurisdiction of tliis then

wilderness temtory, subsisted with but little w*'
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