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the General (lovernment can do is to protect the lisli a};ainst extermi-
nation, and the mitive, dependent solely upon a salmon diet, in hisrij^ht

to an abundant supply of salmon for food. Tiiese two thinf^s arc easy
of aeeomplishment if immediaie teps are taken. 'Mit if neglecte<l mueh
longer tiui task will \h' a most <li..ieult one.

in order to ])rotect the salmon streams tlu' laws must be enforced,

and it is, unfortunately, only too tiue that up to date there has not
been a united attemj)! made to enforce them.
The Cnitcd States commissioner at l-'ort VVrangell—one (f the few

fearless ones who only know their duty—wrote nu' a full account of how
the law is disregarded, evaded, and not enforced by ollicers whose duty
it is to uphold the law at all hazards. The letter covers a witle field,

and is «piite plain and (uitspoken, using men's real names, the printing
of which in my report is not now considered necessary; I will tlierefore

sujipress mimes and quote only a tew passages relating to salmon
matters.

Case after case has been comiirouiised at tlio iiiBtance of attorneys for their clients

in criiiiiiial cases. Take one example: In .Inly, lS!t;{, Mr. ,1. (i. Biady, who was then
acting UiiittMl StatcM attorney in the aliHciuM' of Mr. .Johnson, entertained a com-
plaint of the natives against caniii'ry men for olistiiicting salmon streams. Mr. Hrady
prevailed upon ('oinmander Unrwell, of the U. S. 8. I'inla, to convey liim and other
necessary otlicers to Klawak and Lorlng. ' ' They came via Fort W'rangell and
re(iuested me to accompany them. The I'inta reached l.oiing in the night, and we
found the river " fe,nce<l '' from shore to shore, and about 4 tons of salmon in the traps
and nets. Wo caustid the arrest of Mr. Ilecknian, tlie Miperintendent of the cannery,
and placed him under bond ol •+,'>,000, re((uiring him to appear before the Initerl

States district court at its next session.

The law, as you are aware, imposes a line of .fL'.'iO for every day a stream is

obstructed. * * Court did not convitne until after the retirement of the dis-

tri(;t attorney, Mr. , and the appointment of his successor, Mr. , who
agrceil to accept the nominal line of sflOO. ' Kn))erintendent Wadleigh, of
the Klawak cannery, was also jdacied under bonds, and although two terms of court
have since been held he has not been re(iuired to ai>pear. The is lending a
hand in helping to whitewash his case. * '

These two eases, iiicliidini;' the trip of the I'hita, hiive cost the (ioveriiment more
than .+1,000.

The officers who jilaced the men under bonds have been humiliated, while the vio-

lators of tile law, aided by olbcials disloyal to the (ioveriiment, have won a great
victory. * ' *

I could cite many cases in whicdi ollicial jiositioiis are used to shield crime and
defeat the ends of Justice.

Your obedient servant, W.M. \. Kki.ly, Commixsioner.

Were it necessary to add to or contirni the commissioner's words, I

would say that while at I.oring in 1894 lion. ('. S. iriamlin, Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied by Capt. C. L. Hooper, com-
manding the revenue (fitter /»'».s7/, attempted to go ujt the river in a
small boat, but soon foun<l theiuselves barred out by the itleiitical

" fence '' mentioned in the commissioner's letter.

The Wadleigh ca.se referred to was called in court at Juneau last
May, and in my presence his attorney tirose ami said: Mr. Wadleigh
had written and olfered to pay as much as it would cost him to trav?l
back and forth on the steanu>r from Klawak to Juiu'au, some 840, on
condition that the CJovernment dropped the complaint.
Now, here is a <'a.se where the man was taken retl-handed in the act

—

he does not attempt denial—and yet, although it happened in I89.'{, he
has not been brought to trial, but instead of answering the sunnnons
of the court he imi»udently writes back his ultimatum, which was .seri-

ously considered by the district attorney, who would have accepted it

had I not been present and strongly protested against the whole farce.
In justice to the present district attorney for Alaska, I will say all

tiiese things happened prior to his appointment.


