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graphic circuit of the globe, and would constitute a base
for connecting every one of Her Majesty's possessions
and naval coaling stations (Gibraltar and Malta except-
ed) by the most perfect means of conveying intelligence

at our disposal. Moreover, the connection would be
formed by a system of all-British deep-sea cables, in the
position where they would be least vulnerable. This
Imperial cable system may be considered in three divi-

sims.

(i.) Cables in the Pacific Ocean.

The cable from Vancouver would first find a mid-
ocean station at Fanning Island, second at the Fiji Is-

lands, third at Norfolk Island ; at Norfolk Island it would
bifurcate, one branch extending to New Zealand, the
other to the eastern coast of Australia.

There are many islands in the Pacific, some under
British, others under foreign flags; in course of time
these islands could be served by branches as circum-
stances may require. The land lines of Australia would
complete telegraph connection with the western coast,

or it may be deemed expedient to substitute a cable for
the land lines over that portion of the interior between
Adelaide and King George's Sound.

(2.) Cables in the Indian Ocean.

From King George's Sound, or other point in West-
em Australia, the cable would extend to Cocos Island,

thence to Mauritius, and thence to Natal or Cape Town,
as may be found expedient. Cocos would become an
important telegraphic centre; it would be a convenient
point for connecting Singapore by a branch cable. Singa-
pore is already in connection with Hong Kong by an all-

British cable via Labuan, and Her Majesty's Govern-
ment can take possession by giving 12 months' notice.
India could be reached by a branch from Cocos to Co-
lombo or Trincomalee in Ceylon. At Mauritius a con-
nection would be formed with the existing cable to Sey-
chelles, Aden and Bombay.


