
I had occasion to notice generous and public-spirited 
acts on the part of former citizens. Since those remarks 
were written, the whole world has been called on to 
admire the splendid gift to the city, in commemoration 
of the Queen’s Jubilee, of Sir George Stephen and Sir 
Donald A. Smith, of $1,000,000 for Hospital purposes.

I have to express my acknowledgments to many friends 
who have encouraged me in this undertaking. To all the 
subscribers I owe thanks, as they have so far guaranteed 
the expenses involved in the publication. I have been spe
cially indebted to the Hon. Justice Cross, the Hon. Alex
ander Morris, the Rev. Dr. Snodgrass, and Mr. T. S. Brown, 
Mr. Jas. Tasker, to the proprietors of the Montreal Gazette, 
Montreal Herald, and Montreal Witness, to the librarians of 
the Parliamentary Library at Ottawa, of McGill College, 
and of the Fraser Institute, to “ Hochelaga Depicta,” and 
“ Ville Marie,” by Alfred Sandham, published by George 
Bishop & Co., to the Rector of Christ Church, to the min
isters of the several Presbyterian Churches of the city,— 
and to numerous other persons who have kindly fur
nished particulars regarding their ancestors and relatives.

I trust this volume may be deemed worthy of a place 
on the shelves of citizens generally, irrespective of creed, 
as containing information regarding the century, 1786 to 
1886, that they would all wish to possess and preserve. It 
is only in a loose sense that the narrative can be called a 
" history.” It would more accurately be designated a col
lection of raw materials, some of which may be useful to 
the historian ; but such as it is, it is offered for the candid 
perusal of the public. The first issue of the volume is
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