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quite honest about the business, for in correspondence

he pointed out that he .was not the Government of

Russia, neither could he sign the property or rights

of Russia away in the manner suggested. The Japan-

ese reply was simple and to the point :
" Take our

money and sign the agreement, and we will take the

risks about the validity." The old Directorate, with

Avkzentieff, Bolderoff & Co. standing sponsors for

tile Russian Convention, were supposed to control

Russian affairs at this time. Directly the com-
mandant refused to agree to the Japanese demands
they transferred their claims to the old Directorate.

The Directorate sent Evanoff Renoff to " Vlady " to

conduct the negotiations, and I suppose to collect the

money. When I was at ** Vlady," in June, 1919,

huge stores of iron were being coUected, and some of

it had already been shipped to Japan. Avkzentieff

was exiled and Bolderoff was living in comfort and
safety in Japan. These were the things that were
above and could be seen ; what happened to the other

part of the first instalment of Japanese proposals for
•• helping " Russia will doubtless be known later.

At the end of August, 1918, it was decided that

until some sort of central authority to act as the organ
of Clovemment was set up, it was futile to hope for

the return of orderly government. For this purpose

the British went forward to Omsk and asked the

Japanese to do likewise. The Japanese would not
move, first because they wished to consolidate their

power in the provinces nearest Japan, and secondly

secure as many concessions as possible before America
arrived on the scene. When America did arrive she
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