
its |MM»pl('. I5Hrl)cirijiiis cmiuc in «r»'<'.it imiu-

iici's I'l-oiii wcstci'ii jiiid iioi'tlit'i'ii Hui-()j)('.

.111(1 <ii(l exactly wliat the (ici-maiis have

(Idiic recently in i>el«;iuiii. Alai'ico. the

\'isi<,n»tli kiii<r. invaded the count r-y in 4H>

A.I), and devastated Rome. The Huns
(jime twice, in 421 and a<.rain in 4'}'2. Kin-

ally in 47() Odoaci'e. kin^' of the Kruli.

made pi'isonet' at Kavenna Ixoniolo Auti;us-

t()l(>. the last lioinan iMUpei'oi'.

A tlood of hai'hai'ians now passed over

Italy, Ost !•()»:( )t lis. I.on«!:()i)ards. Franks and

Saxc.ns, until the time when the ("omuni.

/.<., self-govei-ned cities, oriirinati'd.
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A GLORIOUS TIME.

()win<r to tiie free ^rovernment of tlie

( 'omuni civilization and commerce tlour-

ished at this time. Art and literature also

ivached a hi^di elevation. Hut Emperor
I'^rederiijo l^arhai'ossa of the Suevian dyn-

asty wanted to hrin^i" Italy apiin under

(lerman domination, in 1160 he besie^^ed

Crema nnd in spite of the courage of the

defenders of the city was compelled to

sui'i-ender. Harbai'ossa con<iuered most of

northei-n Italy hut finally the cities of

Lomhardy formed the Lefja Loniharda

(Lombard League) and in 1176 defeated

the Hmperor.
'rile i)erio(i of the Rinascimento (Reuais-

sance ) followed in tiie l4tii century. Tiie

list of tjlorious naiiH's is endless. Dante,
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