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eyes of meni of science la ail quarters of the
gl6be bave been upon it. Canada's
reputation in regard to it bas been at stake,
and millions, 1 say, of the peopie's money
have been pledged upon it. Most serlous
complications may arise and probabiy wili
arise if there shahI be any serlous deiay in
the compietion of the bridge. It is a part
to ail latents and purposes of the trans-
continental raiiway and sbouid there be a
gap or break lu that raiiway on its comple-
tien by reason of thîs bridge being unfinish-
ed and the traffic bave ta be ferried across
the St. Lawrence, the matter might be a
most serlous one to this country fromi that
point of view alone. In 1903, thec goveru-
ment bad projected its plan for a transcon-
tinental railway. It committed the country
to that project before lt entered luto its ar-
rangements with thîs bridge compauy. 1 say
it was the government's project because,
although, on this side of the House, we were
in favour of an additiouai transcontinental
railway, we objected and strongiy obi ected
to the particular plan and scbeme of the
government. Not a man on this side of the
Honse would bave opposed for one moment
any sucb reasonabie scbeme as was pro-
posed lu writing to the government la 1902
by the Grand Trunk Raiiway Company un-
der the signatures of Messrs. Cox, Hays
and Wainwrigbt. If that bad been known
ta this House there wouid bave been no de-
lay, there wouid have been no hesitation,
but we were flot aiiowed ta consider It.
For eigbteen montbs neariy-perhaps fully
eighteen months--the government concealed
the fact that any sucb proposition bad ever
been made to tbem. Every paper that the
government bad ln connection wltb the
scbeme was demanded. The goverument
professed ta have brougbt down every
paper, but aithough that proposition 0f the
Grand Trunk Railway Company was lu ex-
istence and lu possession of the goverument
the right lion. Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) informed the House that ail the
papers had been produced, and it was not
until eigbteeu months later that we heard a
word about It. We wouid bave been pre-
pared ta accept the Grand Trunk proposi-
tion. I do not want ta be misunderstood ou
that point. I believe that the Grand Trunk
Raiiway Company asked for a subsidy, much
larger, probabiy, than they boped to receive.
We wouid bave been wlilng, everybody 1
thlnk would have been w.iliing, to subsidize
themn most bandsomely, bat it was not
necessary ta give tbem a subsidy in the
precise form tbey chose ta put in that paper.
But, Sir, the goverument baving committed
the country ta that transcontinental rail-
way project, the Quebec bridge, which bad
aiways been an important work for this
country, became doubly important because
it became reaiiy a part of the transcontinen-
tal raiiway scheme itself. Wheu compieted
the bridge wouid have f ormed the great thor-
ougbfare for ail the railways centreing

about Quebec. It wouid bave been the
highway for ail the produce of the west to
Europe, it wouId have been, under the go-
vernment's seheme, the naturai outiet fromi
this country for ail the products of the
great Northwest. Therefore, the moment
the goverument bad been committed te its
transcontinental railway project it became
doubiy. important tbat every care should be
taken in the construction of that bridge.
.Wbat was the condition of the Quebec

Bridge Company at that time ? Aaybody
wvho takes an interest in tbat question
wiii find it ai f uiiy set fortb in the Act of
1903, chapter 54. Thiere you wilI find the
compiete details of the financial position
of the wonderfui Quebec Bridge Company
which seems to bave lived and prospered
under the wing of this government. Tbe
Quebec Bridge and Raiiway Company was
incorporated some 20 years ago with power
to construct a bridge across the St. Law-
rence river at or near Quebec. It was
authorized to issue capital stock to th1e ex-
tent of $1,000,000, and it did not negiect,
in procuring its charter, to have inserted
that weii known clause, of which raiiway
and bridge promoters are so fond, enab-
iing the company to issue its stock as paid-
up stock to persons wbo performi certain ser-
vices for the company. Up to 1903 the comn-
pauy bad received subscriptions for oniy
$200,000 of the stock witb which to con-
struct this immense work and upon that
stock, up to the autuma of 1903, the stock-
hoiders of this Quebec Bridge Company had
paid oniy W6,585.70. Whetber any of that
$65,000 was paid in cash or whether It
was ail issued for services we do not know,
but we do know that in the arrangement
made in October, 1903, witb this govern-
ment not a word seems to have been sald
about the existence of that stock in mouey.
In any case, with that beggariy capital
of $65,595.70 the company boidly started
out to construct the greatest bridge the
worid bas known ; a bridge, Sir, estira-
ated to cost between $7,000,000 and $8,-
000,000, apart fromn the loss by the dis-
aster which is ailuded to ln tlie speech
f romn the Throne. Probably the promoters
did not, ns you may guess, rely mucb
upon that paid up capital of theirs; that
would hardiy have paid the d1rectors' fees,
I faacy, during the time of the existence of
the company. Tbey got bonuses from dif-
fereut ýources; fromn the province of Que-
bec, $250,000; from the city of Quebee, $300,-
000, and from the Dominion goverumeat,
$374,353, a total In bard cash of $924,353,
and in 1908 that money had ail been spent
except about $9,000. Out of neariy $1,000,-
000 wbicii they bad recelved as gifts they
had lu baud, appareutiy, about $9,000. They
bad constructed, accordiug to the statement
appearing in the statute to which 1 have
referred, some approaches to the proposed
bridge and tbey had finisbed the sub-struc-
ture and work had been begun on the su-


