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- @he Subbuth School.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

Docember 8th.] A.D.33.  [Luke xxiii: 33-46,
THE CROSS,

QoLDEN TrXT:—God forbid_ that I should glory,
save in the Cross of our Lord Jeeus Christ.—Gala-
tx?]nsﬁz.‘}ljt b djudged gujlty of **blasphemy™

osus hins been adjudged guilty of * blnsphomy

by the Jewish oounoil? but_having no power to
exeoute the sentonce of the Luw (Lev 24:16), thoy
bring kim before the Rumun governor, accusing Him
of treason or rebollion. Pilute soon discovers His
entire innocence and detects the motives of the
Jews: but yielding to the lmportunity of the chiof
riests and the mob, ho delivers Uim_ to be crucified
v, 23, Matt. 27: 24-26). And now, with two malefac-
tors (thioves-Matt.) Heis led to Calvary, the place
where Ho should suffer. Cnlvary (Golgotha jn He-
brew) signifies ““ the place of a «kull ”: 50 called, as
some suppcse, from its being the usual placo of
excoution ; as others think, from the shape of the
hill or rock. The Lord thus dies a most ignominious
death (Ho ondured the cross, despising the shamo,
Heb, 12: 2), ubliclg. at the great feast, Himself the
true Paschal Lamb. Tho first rccorded word of
Jesus on the eross (it may be durivg the act of cru-
cifixion) is His praser for His murderers—for the
four, soldiers who fastoned_the nails, for thoce who
condemuoed Him. and for sinnors of mankind repre-
sented by them. ‘Their forgivencss is sought because
they were ignurant of tho real extent of their guilt.
See 1 Tim. 1:18 ; alsp Acts 7:60. _‘‘This is the
gm)'er of tho groat Intercessor, which is always
eard.”’ The soldiers fulfil Seripture in dividing
His raiment by lot. Ps, 22: 18. The people and their
rulers, unite in_mocking of Him, reproaching Him
with tho miraoles in which “ Ho saved others®
while now “ He could not save Himself.” There
was more truth in their words than they supposcd.
The rough soldiers join in mockery, end again fulfil
Scripture in offering Him of tho ‘‘ vincgar ’ or sour
wine which they used at their weals. Ps. 69: 21
‘ guperscription* designed s o mark of ignominy,
ut really giving the true title of the sufferers, was
laced on the cross over His head. It wagin three
an%lglge_s and was read of many (Jn. 19: 20); fully
symbolizing—though Pilate meant it not—the_uni-
versality of Messinh’s kingdom. Ps, 72:11. Luke
has reeorded the most_int resting fact that one of
the malefactors shuwed penitence on the cross and
reccived o blessed promise from the Lord: teaching
us that while life lasts those who truly repent shall
find parden, Reproving Lis cowpanl ot in crime and
punishment, who wus scuffiug with the mob, the
penitent acknowledges the justice of his own sen-
tence and vindicates the invocence of Jeeus. But
more: addressing Him a5 Lord he prays to be ve-
membered when He should come in His kingdom—~
in His glorv, * His faith laysbold on the truth that
this is the Ixm%‘of the Jews in a higher and immer-
tal sense.” What measure of krowledge he had we
;;at it. but tayght by the
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cannot_tell, nor how heo ) .
spirit, he al least knows that his Tord and Saviour
is banging beside him.  The gracious Lord—the con-
queror of death even in dying-—does mere than grant
request : o assures him that “fu doy’ b
should bo with Himself in the region of blessedness
to which death should introduce Him—* Paradice.”
(The Scripture calls the gurda: of Eden Por »dis-.
Gen. 2: 8, As used Ly the Jews, it denoted the
“ placo of reot and peace into which the souls of the
faithfu] are_convesed «f death.” —* Abrabam’s
bosom."? Iu, 2 Cor.12. 4, Rev.2: 7, jt means—/raren
of tho third heaven., fl‘f\c awiul and mysterions im-
port of what ir trauspiring, is testified by the dark.
ening of thesun for three Liours :—* from the seventh
to the ninth hour * (from noevn till 3 p.m.} The rend-
ing of tho veil signifies the end of the old economy,
and the oponng of the mli; by Christ’s death inte
thoe most holy place—even heavon. Hob. 978 and
+19. “* With a loud voice,”” shewing unexhausted
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Deoesmbor 15th.] AD/33.  [Luke xxiv: 1342,
THE WALK TO EMMAUS,

' GoLDEN TexT:—And they said one to another
did not our heart burn twithin us while ke talked
with us by the way, and while ke opened to us the
Seripture.—Luke, 24: 82

The augels at the tomb have alrcady announced to
the * women  that the Lord has risen, ‘They havo
informed tho Apostles, and Poter and John have
ascertained by inspection that it is as reported. “‘On
tho same gh{ﬁ *—the day of the Lor.'s resurrectiva
=" twy of them,” i. o., of the disoiples (ono is Cleo-
pus, v. 18) are going to Emmaus, a village about 6
mules from Jerusalem. They talk of the matter o
which their hearts wio full;” and as they ** reasun ™
ur “dispute * tho Lord Himself, uﬁpm«ently in guise
of & travoller (Mk, 16: 2 overiakes them. Their
eves wero ** holden “—supernaturally influenced— so
that they did not know . Mo euquires regarding
the eagur discussion in which these evidently sor
rowfal mon are enguged. Cleopas expresses surpriso
that Ho should nced to ask: ogen a stranger in
Jerusalom must know what every one is thinking
and speaking of at this time. Even if a stranger, he
mpst be the only ono who knows not these things,

“ What things?*’ says tho risen Lord; wishing by
their statement of the cuse tho better to prepare
them for His own oxpogition. * They said® (one
speaking for hoth, or alternately) that their dis-
courso_was about * Jesus of Nazareth,” which was
a Prophot mighty, &ec."’) Seo Acts 2: 22 and 7:29),
Their rulers procured Hig condomnation (by Pilate
and then crucified Him, But they (disciples] truste
(“were hoping’’) that e would prove the Redeemer
(ﬁolmga!b and spiritually, of Teracl. This was now
the third day since His death. Their perplexity was
increased—they could hardly sav their hopo revived
—by the_report of “ certain women of their com-
pany | Wdisaiples) thot His restoration to life was de-
clared to them by angels whom they saw. (v.1-10,
Matt. 28: 1-8, Mk. 10: 18) on which_report * certain
of them which wero with them ™ (Peter, v. 12. John
tells_us he was with Peter : Jn.20: 3-8) ran to the
scpulebre and verified tho word of tho women, Des-
pondingly they must close their statement: * Ilim
they saw not.” | )

Huviog permitted them to pour out their hearts,
the Lord addresses them. * He upbrajds them with
their unbeliet”” (Mk. 16: 14) a3 aftcrwards the
cleven, " Fools and slow of heart ** Geithout under-
standing und sluggush) to believe «ll, Sc. How
cvuld Scnpturs be fulfilled unlgss Mussiuh Luth died
and ruse again—I1is 1.3ing preliminary to “ glony 7
Uiy giory was sv uear that He speaks of it ue if'lp
1t) and Low consccutioely (“lLeginning with, 2.}
He goes thiough Scnpturg, shewing how promises,
prophesies, tyboa, eyou the luw, have their fulf ment
ol “The things concerning Himself  mean
mure than prophesics of lim., Emmaas is reached,
uand the Lord, still cuncealing Ilimself, secme dis-

posed o go further, “* He would have gunc fartber

ut the held biza back with the might of Iove.” “1
we dusire Lo Layve Christ with us, we tust usc effort
tor that purpose,”  The words ** abide with ug ™ do
nut muglitlmt. the disciples lived at Emunaas) At
table with s fellow-travellers, e, acting as master
of the house, ** tukes Lread, &¢.”” (This 1s a4 common
meal and not the communta: pu arguinent, there-
sure, fur the comuwnion in vne kind— us Remacists
would have it.) |

And uow the discovery comes. The saxc yower
tuat " held * thewr eyes ' opoua ™ thom. This mar-
voilous stsanger is the Lord.  aaam

Linmedintely he *vanishes out of their right.
(Seo_Jn. 20:19-26,) His body, however, wae stilla
renl bodﬁ; . .

Tho Lord having gone, they cannot tut express
tho extraordinary emotion which His exposition of
Soripture bad kiudled within them—emotion of joy.
hope, desire, love. Should they not (we soem to bear

strength, Jesus surrendered His spirit into ' His
Father’s hand. ‘Y have power to lsy down my
life,” &c. John 10:18. Sco also Pg, S1: &

them say,) have sooner known that this could only
bo tho Lord 7



