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THE GENERAL SURVEY.

"JEPORTS from the leading centres of the lumber
trade, both in our own Dominion, the United
States,and from over the sea,do not tell of anything re-
markably active or momentous. Perhaps it would be
foolish to expect these things in the heart of midsum-
mer, for if there is a period in the entire year when we
do not expect great things, and consequently are not

disappointed, it is mid-summer.

Local trade, speaking for the moment of our own
city, is quiet. Building operations on the larger scale
arc active. Seldom in the history of the city have
so many contracts for buildings of an extensive
character been in active movement all at one time, as
is the casethis year. Mention of the Confederation Life
Insurance,Ce.,the Louan Association building, the Parlia-
ment Buildings, and Cooke’s Church, are random illus.
trations of others of a lJike kind. But as.has been
pointed out in these columns belore, these do little or
no good to the lumber trade. Perhaps when another
winter’s snows have passed over, there will bea revi-
val inhouse building, which is certainly a valuable feeder
to local lumber trade. Busmess 15 not disturbed either
by any failures during the month, if we except one with
liabilities of only a small amount.

If things are slow in the city, no different tale can be
told of the country. In Western Ontario trade is un-
questionably quict. But there is good reason for this
in country trade everywhere, for the farmers-are busy
harvesting a grain crop, that will undoubtedly be the
.rgest ana finest that Canada has seen for many years,
and this means good business in the fall.

A considerable business in Canadian lumber is
being developed with New York city and other Amer-
ican points, that had not been done before, and the
trade have reason to expect that these new openings
will continue to grow and broaden. Seldom have the
stocks of lumber 1n the yards at any important lumber
section in Ontario been lighter than now. In fact the
better grades are scarce. This fact 15 helpful to prices,
which for these qualities have a tendency to stiffen.
Sufficient is known now to make certain, that at differ-
ent points in the province, large quantities of logs will
be hung up until next spring.  Our ability to manufac-
ture has been lessened this year by the loss of several
of the larger mills by fire, no.iceably those of the
Georgian Bay Consolidated Lumber Co., at Byng In-
let, and Playfair’s mill at Sturgeon Bay. Prices will no
doubt be further stifiened by these circumstances. The
cut’next winter, it is expected will be light, for the dis-
position is 1o go slowly in the matter of stocking up for
another year.

In New Brunswick trade has been woefully disturbed
by the strike among the nuils of St. John, and which at
this writing shows no indication of a speedy termina-
tion. This is more than unfortunate, for no too great
activity in lumber has prevailed in this province for
some time. An important lumber transfer has just
taken place in the county of Gloucester. Whatis
known as the Swinney lands have been bought by Mr.
Gilman and others of Bangor, Maine. The property
has for a number of years been a subject of litigation,
but.a final decision of the Supreme Court has cleared
the way for the present sale.  There are 10,000 acres,
most of which is well timbered.  Just what will be the
cffect of this sale on the lumber operations of the pro-
vince, cannot be told, until it is known in what manner
the new owners wilt deal with their purchase. Returns
of the Mirimichi lumber trade with the United King-
dom and continent, compared with the figures of a year
ago show a deplorable .shortage. Up to date of 22nd
inst. a local authority places this shortage on deal ship-
ments 12,099,719, s. f. to say nothing of timber and pal-
ings. The value of deals alone on the whasves is more
than $100,000. Shippers say that in other years they
have shipped at a loss, but this year, the transatlantic
markets are so discouraging that they cannot realize
much more than the cost of logs, leaving nothing for
manufacturing and handling. at is why they do not
ship. The outlook is, therefore, not a promising one,
by any means, and the cffect will be a great curtailment
of operations for next scason.

It can hardly be said that the came hfe in iumbering
i¢ " disunguishing fexture of British Columbia trade, as
sfhecase some months ago.  The loss of the South
3 trside, because of the internal troubles of that
;, his curtailed the market to no inconsiderable
¥ AtiBe same timc it would not be correct to
e v - - .

“say that business 1s Agactive.  Some very large mills
are located here,and-ophers are in course of construc-
tivn,.4nd the excéptichs are few where a fair trade, at
least, is not-beingy done.

UNITED STATES

The speaial information, which we are ¢nabled to
furnish 1n connection with the quotations of prices
current at the principal lumber points of the United
States, show that nowhere at present is business rush-
ing. Lumbermen are scemingly resting on their oars,
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holidaying in many_ instances—waiting.for the. future..
Business circles almost. everywhere have felt, either

directly or indirectly, the failure of-S. R, Howell & Co,

who conducted business on.a gigantic scale at Chicago,

Qmaha and Actchison. The _liabilities teich within a

fraction of $2,000,000. The failure is said to be a very

rank one, .

FOREIGN,

The tendency of the English market is to lessened
trade. Says the Lumber Trades Journal, of London,
Eng. “London shows a marked decrease for the five
months compared  with 1890 ; Liverpool keeps fairly
animate, but the other great depots, more or less, be-
tray a lassitude of business.that does not argue well for
a heavy import.  The total-decrease in the imports of
sawh and hewn for thé five months of 1891 amounts to
243,516 loads, and means over 80,000 standards, and
would require a fleet of big steamers to bring it had
things run their ordinary course” The end of the half
year is stock taking time with most of the English mer-
chants, and until “nases are counted” the§ will not n-
cur fresh obligations, beyond absolute present needs.

France, it is thought, has finally adjusted the duties
on wood imports. These will be 65 centimes to 1 franc
on timber and sawn goods above 35 millimetres in
thickness, and 2 to 3 francs on sawn wood 35 milli.
metres and under,all per hundred kilogrammes. Taking
2,500 kilogrammes to the standard, these rates cqual 15
to 23 frands on timber and deals-and battens, as well
as boards of 134 in. thickness, while boards of 1 ih.
and less will be subjected to 30 to 75 francs per stan-
dard. The new law will come into operation in Mafch
1892, on the expiration of the present tieaties with
Norway and Sweden.

Tarouto, Oot. - .
ToroNTO, July 31, 1891.
CAR OR CARGO LOTS.

1 & 1% in, Cut up and better
1X10 & 12dressing and better
e zmibrun. ...

1xt0 & 12dressing.. 3400 1500
1X10 & 12 COMMON. ... 1200 1500
1X10 & 12spruce culls..... 1060 1100
1x10 & 12mill culls... ... Q00
1 inch clear and picks..... 00 2500
11mch dressing and better 1300 2000
t inch siding mill run. 1400 1500
t inch siding common.. 1100 1200
1 inch siding ship culls. 1000 3100
t'nch siding mill culls... 800 9o0d
Cull scanthingeeee e nececeniaennuneons .. 00 Q0O
1. and thicker cumnr UP PlANK. i ceen cetsecssccnnssss 2200 2500
1inch strips gin to § in mill run . 1400 1800

%0
NO 2 oot ceicresenersoseecnsrrancnsserscaneenn 170
YARD QUOTATIONS.
Millcullboards & scantling§10 oo]Dressing stocks.... 16 0§20 oo
i ) boards, L Ol S aciion’® 82 &L
miscuous widths........ . 31300
| stocks.... 13 00 F. M.
Scantling & jolst, up to 161t 13 Sof134in. flooring.dres’d 26 0 3 o
o ** 1812 15 oof135 "raugh... 1800 2300
* * 220ftiboofiif dF..35 00 35 o0
o toaftiyol v “undrs'dBaboo 1w
o o g:t;goo N “.dxdx- .'.62300 20
2 20 00 ' undres'd 1200 1500
N ** 3§ {t 22 oo)Beaded sheeting, dress- 5
- ¢ Pt 2300 ed.eiieseiinieee.. 2000 3500
I 328t 27 00 Cla&poammg dsesd 12 00
" 312 29 30] XXX sawn s}ﬂnglcs
...... o s gereseesed3 80 perM.. 66 2%0.
o . ﬁ‘t 31 %9 % bod
o wto'ﬁﬁg: bl s
© 4500
Catting uJa planks 2 and 00 goo
thickerdry . 3500 =S oo 60 oc
" board..... 15 00 24 ooj\White ash, 1&2.... 400 3§ o0
Blazkash.z &2..... 220 B ®
Ottawa, Ont.

OTTAWA, Tuly 31, 1891,

Pine, 1stqual., B M.835 00840 ooiFine 4th qual. deals 1000 1200
* and ¢ 2 §- mill cul 800 1000

Cev e e .. 13

100 = .- e
**  shipping culls on,

Moatreal, Que.
MONTREAL, July 31, 1891.

Pine, 15tqua’y VM 8350085000 | Basswood.eeeaesse. 1200 2900
Pige,zad >~ = 3jo0 zSoo{Oak.pch. o 60
Ptae shipping culls Walaut ** 0 10000
WMeericaeenesaee 3300 3600, Cherry °* ........ © 8o
Pine, 4th quality Butternut, per M... 2200 (000
deals N M........ loco 3200] Birch, * . 3500 2800
Pine,millculls, ®M Boo 31000] Spruce timber..... . 31300 30
}fmcc.pet 600 3300 Hard Maple ™ ... 200 2100
emlock, lumber.. 00 1000} 1% Lath........ o 1%
Hemlock timber., . 1300 3300, Shingles, 352, per 3¢ 30
AShe.icerivee. ... 1300 33001 Shingles.2nd, ** 128 3160

St. Joha, N. B,
St. lony, July 31, 1891
Deals, Boards, Scantling, et

.;ppmccdg_ﬂs L su;{.sp?m:cboard: - .. ;ocnoo
me " - - - e - . 1 a¢ M e - o3 o 00
Dealends = = « = = - 3«»0* R N :ooo
Scantling + + - ¢ - . - 10 0o Ash e+ = 3300825 00
Hemlock™ - - - <"+ <" 3¢
Skingles. :
Spruce.extra - - - - - §3 59 NO.2 - ¢ v o s o328
“ clear = + - s s = 3JWPINC -+~ s o o - o 3233
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Flooring, {)rmal.

6in.No.1 « - . - 12 nyNo.1 « « « « - - 12 00
* No,3 - - - - - . 10 ¥ No2 . o ¢« < - 1000
s Jliudlan{-o’u’:.
taves « -« + - - 300 450 'Lathy - - - . - ) %o
Heading 12 in, per pr.3 03 {Plckets « - - - - 6 50818 00
8 in. ugz gg}élRall\vay tles
o
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New York City

NEW YORK, July 31.—A certaun measure of summer

uietude marks trade this month. Lumbermen and
their customers, both, are doing as much holidaying
just now as anything else, The bumptious dealer is
found here, as well as elsewhere, and he tells you he is
doing big things, but a general survey finds trade no
more than fair to middling.. We have got over the
strike and boycott, so far as the direct fact itself had an.
existence, but the after influences still hang round.
One cffect has been to make the trade more careful

*even than hitherto in doing business with speculative

builders. Unfortunately there 1s no stniking uniformity

. in prices among jobbers ; each will persist in making

his own price, which means considerable cutting. Can-
adian_white pinc is growing in popularity. Already
considerable trade has been done. here, and there can
be little question that more will follow. Export trade:
is decidedly on the quiet side. Of the future,—well
“don't" is good advice, to one who ventures into the
prophetic—yet the outlook is not at all unproniising.

White Pine—Western Grades.
Uppersiin...........844 00843 .
1. QO

1I¥& ain ... 600 4 . 14 50 15 00
3&4%1 «e §§ 0O 5§ .2 40 00 4§ [}
Selects, 1 in.... 000 4t .. 3500 3700
1 in, all wide 4400 43 . 2800 26 0O
1. 1¥ &aln “ 4300 4§ .02 3200
P 1 N we 000 §3 . 25%0 27 00
Fine common, 1 in.. 3600 3 » 00 3700.
1¥a¥% & 2in....... 3 00 .‘g . 3100 FHoo
38400 s 600 4 2200 335 00
Cutting up,2n, No.1 3500 3 . 2200 22 50
No. 2..... 23 2000 2 5o
32 500 17 00
% 23 00 25 00
2200 2200
23 1800 19 00

2t

18

25 oo}

Saginaw, Mich.
SAGINAW, MICH, July 31.—Buyers are few and far
between this month.” The docks contain abundance of
lumber, but there it rests for the present. Emery Bros.
are reported to have made a sale of 2,000,000 feet to go
east.  You know the Emery Bros., of comse, as largely
interested in Canadian logs; quantitiés of which are
being towed to and cut at their ‘mills here this scason.
The prevailing dullness does ‘not apply 1n any measure
to good lumber for which there is constant call, but the
poorer grades are stuggish. Mill culls have sold well
the season through, local box manufacturers being the
chief buyers. The outlook is-hopeful for the tall.
Firishing L:onber—Rough.
Uppers, 1, 1) and 134 ln....s;z Finc common, 1 0. ueees 8§31
21N W { q a. .. g
0

Selezts, 1in ... ressrnnee 30 ;’i‘nf.x.y.“
&2

ee 37 60,C. 7, § & Qifveusenseee eeeoererann
. 55 )

Timber, Joist and Scantling.
x4 20 16X10,12, ¢ and 36 {t 810 co} =oft....... ”
135 | RETRERI g 22 & 24 {t.

For each additional 2it. add 2, 32 in. plank and timber S1 extra ;
extra for sizes above 121n, C

Skinzies.
XXX 1510, CUMAXerrrrvs- e 3 5058.8.X (€O rms ooen.
XXX Saglnaw.eenerecnneeee 3 RIXXX shosts.....
XX CHE2X oo sne esesommees 2 P, 5 P,
1812 430 C bevcneseicnennnnn

Loth.
Lath, No. 1 white pine...... 2 xjLath No.2 W. pioe Norway & so

Albany, N. V.

ALBANY, N.Y,, July 31.—No life in lumber exists at
this point 2t present. Trade is very quict, and orders
are light.  iYe are holding sufficient stocks for all de-
mands, and in pine, the stocks on band far excecd the
demand. Prices are at a perfect standstill.

Whlte Pine.
.»-05;@33& 10 2 in, DOXuveerseees e en 8136 836

owoee 34 M 10210, crvverreereenes 33 17
CC e e e 9 . slen. and up shelving..... :g =
. [333,1 « WIS, ¥4 g 0 > cofin boards 19 23
{n.and up, good..cnees 8§ 5510 *° *  shippers....16 001D
AR T 1.t S -] sg_xxxﬂq.:mdu 0. Com.16 00 1S
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021p. yard picks...... 32 1X1210. AreSSiDRveoresmeeee 33 28
. ....:g 2t ** ““dressingand better 32 33

2 **No.1 cuts.
3
TAirteen Foot Stack Boards and Plank.
1X10 in., up dressing.... 93588341 In. sidicg. selected~ . 2336888
x50 > COMMODeaeme 31§ Ot °° = common... 23 1S
" gorcs;‘lgg cves :<s) e - selected... a: Fi
m RS 3 (3 e COMMOA... 18 D
up dressingene.~350@35¢ 1 K x10 in., up. dressing...43¢ $C
(2111 WORBEIRT ' 1311 ¢ S {3 colly..... .22 AR
X Shingies and Latk,
Shingles, shaved pine 6 soShingles,cedar mixed 2
‘.qumllxy....g.. ; sadulh?:i‘!;c ..... eerieon :Zg
I |

S ex 0o a&i Spruce.. ..
Sawed, ciear butts... 300 3 !fncﬁ!ock........ ..
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