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ANNUAL NMETING 0F THE ONTARIO
LUMBERMEN'S ASSOCIATION.

Tus anntsàl meeting oi tlt, Lur..bermen"s ASso-
ciation of Ontario %vas hcld in tlie counscil chnmber
af the Board ai Trade building, Toronto, on
Wedniesday, February 21St,.at whIicbI there. Was
a fair attendance of members. The chair wVas
accupicd by the president, Mr. johin Bertram, or
Toronto. The minutes af the last annual meet-

MR. Joli.% WALDIE,
P.csident L.umlermens Au'socibh of Onîvh.-

ing, as well as the financiai report, wace read hy
the secretary and, on motion of Mr. James Scott,
confirmed.

The next ordar or business tvas the renditîg af
correspondance. The sacratary read cern munica-
tiens frons the foilowing : From Mr. A. E. Kemp,
president ai the Toronto Board ai Trade, sug-
gesting the formation af a Lumber Section ; front
the B3ritish Columbia Lumber and Shingie Manu-
facturers' Association, stating that they wouid be
represented at the meeting af the Ontario Asso-
ciation by Mr. F. D. Gardon ; from Sir Wilfred
Laurier, advising the Association that na deciston
had as yet been reached regarding the imposition
ai an import duty on lumber coming inta Canada;
froni Mr. C. Beck, enquiring wvhat steps bail
been taken regarding uniforms inspection and
erading ai lumber, and referring tas the rncthod
adopted by sanie manufacturers ai cutting their
lutnber fully one-eighth inch thickar than the
size for wvhich it wvas intendad; from Mr. W. T.
Teiner, ai Collingwvood, who wvas appointad by
the Board ai Management zo prapare rulas for
the grading and inspection ot lumber, stating
that aiter consulting witla a nuilber ai laading
lumbarman, ha tvas af the opinion that if wvould be
impossible ta establish a uniformr grade af pine
lumnber for the Canadian market, as the several
miii men have their ovn special grades and their
customers undarstaod thair grading ai lumnber.

Correspondance wvas alsa read relating ta the
scarcity ai cars last lu, and statitlg that aftar
enquiries had been made as ta the extent ta
tvhich variaus lumber manuiactîîrers liad suffered,
.and in viev ai the fact that the situation had be-
ccrna !omewhat reiieved, it had been daamed ad-
visabla to take no furthcr action.

Discussion regarding in import duty brought
out the statemant that t gavernment wvere not
prepared ta take any action in tae matter. Tha
presidant then rcad file foilowing report ai the
Board af Management :

REPIORT OF BOARDî OF MANAGEMENT.

The rcadiig of (lie mitles lias fuliy 'tifoand you af
itt litas cngagcd flita alîctation of ltae Associatlin iince

tite lest annutîl meeting, atîd litile need ba addcd by way
of explanatioti. Tîta deputation whiclîyausent ta Ottawa
lest sprirtg toa sk for a Sa.duty on lumber svas supportcd
by ni number af nicmbcrs af Perliament, and avas heard
by Smr Wilfrid Laurier atîd a nomber afIslis colîcagues; ne
action, Itawever, foiiowed tileir representatians, end ib is
not likeiy tintit anything wili ba datsie until the tariffYgener-
ally cames upl for consideration.

Delegates froi flica associattii weited sitlon the Grand
Trunk and Canaidian iacific railiways wiîi, a viea' ta
obtaining an cquahizatiatt af rates an hardwaod and pina
lumber, but the action taken by the raiiweys, whiie tend-
ing Io equitlization, was net fiavottrable la the business
generally, and rates an lumber bave been raisad during
the year. Tha question ai tite shortaga ai cars nt partie-
ular scasons ai the ycar ailse engaged the attention ai the
Board of Management, whio obtaincd a goad deat ai
information trair different, section% ai te coulntry and let
tha maltter stand aver for furiher cansideration.

WViile these mincir questions may net appear ta have
been salvcdl ta aur sathisfction, the real work af the
Lumbermien's A%sociation af Ontario and lits value ta the
cauntry generaily, lies more in the influence il cxcrted in
obtaîning Jegi!Iition wltercby Ontario legs are now
rescrved for Canadien saw enilîs. And whlat makes Iblis
change oi p. licy still more important lis that il lias been
accompanied by a marked advance in the prica oi aIl
kînds ai lumbe-. The year i8%» wili ha remcmbcred as

hope , to reimpose the c'i export duty ofS $2 1 st
B. hl. would oniy have Incrcased flic Aicrice, al
$4, making il prohibitive.il

The nienibers of titis Association and some qth, ç
lis Toronto to devise a remcdy, and alier feul fi i
dctermined to asc the Ontario Government le t, -et pis
expert ai nil saw logs cut on Crowat lands, anda ,1
lion wvas appointed ta lny Ibecir views befare lit,
ment, nnd as< for legislation ta titat afffect. Imm r i
action was net tal<an an (lie question ; the G % t
acted witlî caution and deliberation. Tlîey n10t bnly r 1
the Ontario sida of the question, but gave a ca. ail

and attentive lîearing ta Michigan cuillers ve s li
timber, wvlo wlth somne alarmi hastened to cil, e
views beforc the Governmcnt. The idea, t in
reserving Canadians legs for Canadian saw miii ls c
tie publie car, and thle Govcrnment passcd fle nec' r!
orders in Cotincil, baclced up by legisiation, an 1 tht
uracturing clause wvas insertcd in ail licenbes ftAe
30111, 1893. It was ciaimed by Amaricans and Ijthe.' n
the Act was virtuaily a confiscation oi praperty, ferl
broke an agreement cntcred int witî Ii, province rd
further, that it ivas ultra vires as beinga str r.
with trada and commece, wlîich te B. N. A. It
under thejurisdiction ofltie Dominion Govern,'sen.,

The question wa-i brought befor^ th. Cotrts5 d
lime aga, and Mr. justice Street sustaincd the Ac 11
Ontario Lagibiature in Isis judgmenî, and vindica e 1
policy of thiq association, wvhich can rightfullv io'
have rendered a most %ignal service ta the « t lie
munity, and if it had donc naîthing cie, justifies hl b
ta continue as an organization.

The affect af tIis newv departure bas bten wide he
rcaching; the large quantity ai legs exported ta âi me
from Vear ta year divindled Io the fass logs cut onl la
Rcserves and private lands, and it is a question nin
considered wbetlîer vie shauld petition the D fi
Goveroment ta apply the semal policy ta the iidiahf
aver wvbich tiîey have jurisdlichion as the Ontario ret
ment lias adoptcd over Crown lands. e

The niost naticable ficature ai the year lis the urc
expansion of the saw.milling business ini the i
Bay district ; a number af new milis arc under i
construtction Ibis wvinter, and every anc ai tbe o tV
that bave been slient for semae yeats are being fittea rgt
manufacture the great crop ai legs flott being put* bel
it lis the ap;nion ofi many that aven wviîl the grcati
ai sawving capacity it will be impasil ta' taralegs mbt lumber titis ycar. Il wouild be nleedlessio he
out how tbis policy bas benefiîted aIl cogna le in V
and aIl manufacturiers of supplies soi largely need Mc
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ana of the mast eventfil tn the htstary ai tue tracte.
Opcnsing wvth lua' prit;eâ and a mioderata dcmand, at
closed with higlier prices for camman lumber than bad
ever been ob:ained cither in Canada or tlte United States.
Mliisumnmer ai 189)3 wvas lthe culmination oa pet iod ai
gaod demand and fair prices for lumber. At that tinta
came the financiai partce which ivreckcd se many batiks
and fittantuali nstitution.% in bte United States, and
aiîhaugb we sn Canada escapt.d the catastrophe in whiich
our nciglibors sîtffered, by reason mainly oi the strengtb
and slabiiîy ai Canadian baniks, yet il had lthe affect ai
curtaîiing bustness, and ..iowly from 1893 ta t&»6 prices
rccded ;in the latter year Ihere was a sîtarper decline,
and 1897 and iSgg round tbe business entircly unrentuner-
ative. Many cancernis coliapsed in the United States,
and milis on the Georgilan Bay which bcd been running
stendîly for many years shut down railler than cut their
standing timber a( a loss. What probably made the
lumber business stll worse in Ontario was the passing ai
tita AfKinley Bill al WVashington imposing a dîtty ai $2
per hl fret on lumber entering the United States, and nt
lthe same lime enacting a retaiialery clause, with the in-
tention ai pravidîng lags for Michigan mîile framn Canadtan
faresîs, and at the saine lime prevcnting Canadian sawn
i umber from cntcning ia campetiiaiin ivith the American
sawn produci. l was apparcntly a 7Tell devised plan,
and lits aîttors naluraliy plumcd thcmselvcs on lits
succels.

It lookcd for a short ltnme as if file saw miii bubiness in
the Georgian Bay was doomed, there appeated ne ray ai
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i is satisiacîory tai tbink Ibat in ieiping aurselves
beiped others aIse. As Ia what affect fltc Ontaio
had on the price ai iumber il is difficuit ta estimaS
doubt the revival ai trade wvhîch cornmenccd an th
tllnent in the fait of >898, crecatin a dcmand foi i
for commet cial and rnanuiacturing purpases,, r.
main factor in raising prices, but herc lis litile drt
tn tic spring afi1899, when castern buycrs on Io*l
stock came ta Michigan and feund flint two or
liundred million fect ai legs that bad bitîterto cam
Canada wouid net bc avaiiablc, it startcd tite fni
determincd quest for lumber that price became of x
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