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we iay expeot in future the rule will be in cases where thç
Court finds the damiages in an action of tort are excessive, that
a new trial ivili be granted ex debito justitite, unless both parties
consent to a reduction of damages,

A papei' was read at the last meeting of the New York Bar
Association on the influence of the Bar in the selection of judges,
Much that wvas said on that occasion lias no application here as
the systeni of appointment is entirely different, but the germ
thought is applicable; and what the writer says in the following
words is worthy of consideration in Canada: "It is generally
agreed by the lawyers throughoiut the coulitry that the Bar should
aild can exercise ail influence iii the selection of judges, and that
it does not exercise as mnich influence as it could or shouild,"
And again: "JLawyers and Bar Associations should therefore
plan to work throtigh the recognized political channels and there
is no doubt that they cani there influence the nomination cf fit
men for the Bench. Political leaders are well aware of the imn-
portance of keeping in touch withi the public sfentimecnt, and
dread defeat, as their continuance i power depends upon stic-
cess, and if they eati be made to fret the influence of the Bar in
defeating their incompetent faWiorites they will not fore' theni
on the tickets, but will niake the best compromise tlhev ekin.
Lawyers need only unite and stand flim on such a plkitfoi-ii."

The remarks lastly quoted have, of couirse, -pecial reference
te 'an elective systeni; but they give food for refleetion, even
where judicial appeintmients are in the gif t of the Governmnent.
The taking of this patronage out of the political arena would,
it is submitted, be for the benefit of the public; and therefore
consideration might well be given to the thouglit above cmnbodied-
We should be glad to haRve suiggestions on the snbjeet froin
aniy of our readers. A cognate suibjeet is the appointmclnt of
King's Couingel. This aise should not be, as it is now, purelY a
matter of polities. Tfhe Governnients of the Dominion and of
Ontario are both so strong that thcy could welI afford te dea]
with these inatters on their merits rather than continu-(- ii th'e
old mniry path of political patronage.


