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ample means ot redress. IL nust be
borne in mind, iorcover, that aIl these
" unconstitu tional " acts werc defended
by statesmen of higi standing, and sus
tained by the opinion of at leiast a respect-
able minority of the public at large. In
Canada we do noV laboi indier the grier-
ances so loutdly coiplained of during the
ri-st century and a lalf of Parliaimentary
goveinmuent in Englanl. Our fHouse of
Asseibly is not lairgely coilposed of te
representatives of rotten boroughs, nii-
ther are large nuiicibers of Vte people
exciilted frot political influence On ac-
coint of their religoiis faith insh o-t ie

have no demaind in thie Pi-oviiice of Que-
leC foir an extension of ie fralnchse.And
fi uiteiior-e, we I have no question of a.
serions character to cause party division.
And yet It is gravely propounided by
('onscirative journals that wrlhat is anale-
gotis to a c uhange of' dynasty should be
resoiLed to as a solution of a temspor'a-y

politicail. diflicult.y. All tihis is very de-
ploraible, but ouri iimueediate object is te
ask the alini iucoriside-altion by OUr readers
of the recent attack on the Boyal Prero-
gative by I Verax " and the London
Spectator, and the decelce of the London
Qunieriyu/

W\e shal
l 
coiience by observing liat, so

far' as wie have beci able to1judge, the arti-
cles on ouri foreigni policy in the Conserva-
tive journais oi' Cinada have been as
strongly of wlial, Il Verax "l slyles the
" Russo.phobic type " as any that have
appeared in the English journais of the
sanie color. No cioe cen reiad the letters
cf " Ver-ax "withîoustbeing convinced that
tutey were written by a mcmiber of what
we may designate as the " Peace party,"
althouîgh in our deliberate .judgmient the
last war with Russia was br-ouiglt about
entircly by that party, aid if unfortu-
nately ie siouild again be lforced into
hostilities wvith the mnost aggressive of

modernl powers, it wrill be chiefly ow'ing te
the ell'orts nade by Uie party of wiose
opinions "Verax is the exponent, te
lessen the influence of our governmt-ent in
the Councils of the great European
States.

Tie occasion of the letters of
"'Verax " wvas the publication of the
3rrd volume of ti Life of the Prince Con-
sort, by Theodore Martin, and the object
is te warn thle subjects o Queen Victoria
against rhat the author ternis the I pet.-
sonal juIle of lier Ma.jesty. hie letters
and minutes of the Queen and the Prince
Consort and of their old nd attached
servant Baron Stockmnar are most severely
criticized by "Verax," who, if ie may
jii.dge by some passages in his letters, has
goe to tise very verge Or disloyait'. Uere

is a passage from the writer whom Cana-
dtiau conservatives delight te honor, and
iwio is their latest constitttional authori
ty "'IThe Crovi ire ouly know as the

ce-emusiil device on the great seal by
" Nhiclh the nation's resolves are attested,
t and the ionî"iwat wte are Jorced to knIo ilt
Sin anyj other capeaciity danger coniiunices
"for oieparty, t/houglh hardî'îlyfor both."'

is thîis, we ask, the vier w'hich Cana-
dian conservativcs taie of the constitu-
tionaLi position of Vite Queen of Eng-
land ? We aie told by the Quarterly
that Il at a meeting of radicals at Willis's
Il rooums, to advocate the opening of the
" Dardanelles, eue of the speakers con-
I plained of the undue influence thiat was
l being excîcised by the Cout, and was
" doubtless soiewhsat si'prised te find
"himslf called te o'der by the chsairnssun
" and his audiuince giving tii-ee cleers foi'
''the Queet.

T'he last of the letters of" 'Verux' isde
voted te au examination of wiiat Mr. Mar-
titi calls a " vigorouis consLi tu t ional essay "
froin the pen of Baron Stockmar which
was published, in 1876, in the 2nd volume
of the Lire of the Prince Consort, but
wlich Verax ' left unioticed until 1878,
and hiich he noir designates as 'solemn
trasil" Italtiougl lie is of opinioni that the
Queen by " sanctioning its publication,
seois to endorse Its conclusions."
Thlougiout the letters Baron Stockmar is
the scape goat for the Queen and the
Prince Consort, and ire are reninded of
Sir M ilugo Malagr'owther inWaliter Scotts
I Foi'tunesof Nigel," who was attached to
the Court originally as whiipping boy, and
iriso lad te suflier most soverely for the
boyish faults of [lis Majesty King Janes
J st. Even IlVerax "I adinits that " Baron
Stoekiiari n'as in Many respects a reniark-
able iian, well-versed in tihe public aflairs
of Europe," but whoms lie steeringly de-
signates " the veteran imiecico-statesnssti."
The fact that Baron Stockmsarî' had been
oducated for the medical profession only
proves thast lie liad had better opportuni-
tics than most of the class to ivhicl he
belonged, viz., officers of Royal bouse-
holds. le camoe te England with Pince
Leopold, husband o the Princess Chas'-
lotte of Weales, and afteriwards Xinîg of the
Belgians, in the year ISG, laving entered
his service as'private physician. " Ie
" becamise," says Martin, "l his private sec-
" retary and comsptroller of his houseiold,
" residing almsîost exclusively in Enîgland,
" wlere ie acquired a thorough knowledge
"of the country, its people and constitu-
" tion, and bringing to the study of these
" the sympathy of strong liberal opinions,
" togetiier with poiers f observation ind
"philosophical kdeduction of a veïy bigi

" ordet."' Ife iras brouglt into intimate
contact w"itli the chiefs of the tio great
political parties in England, l"and by tiese

his unausual abilities aid his great single-
" mîindediness and sturdy integrity' wreo

h held in high estimation." Lord Pailmiers'
ton, tic friendly critic, paid hims this re-
markable testimiony :" I have coue in
my life across only one absolutely disin-
terested man--Stockmar." After long
and faitfu service to King Teopold it is
not surprising that BI'aron Stockiiar' eus.

joyed a large share of the conildence of
his niece, Queen Victoria, and, after' ier
marriage, ci' the Prince Consort, wolimn he
iad kniowni froin ciildhioot, andiic regardiiîg
whose education lie liad beeni speciially
consulo(td by King Leopold. We find thaLt,
r'ejecting Berlin anîd Vienîna as undesirta-
ble places, Brussels iwas selectcd because
" the Prince wrould be fatr imiore likely to

" profit by the study of politics in tie free
" and stirring a irei of a coistitution l

kingdom tan li one wrhere the hiiole
"tmachinery ofgovernmtIient w'as propelled

" froim a ionirchical centre.
Suîch1 iras the isain iwIo is lenounced by

SVeraIx i as the champion of Il personal
ule," altihotgl in the letter of " solemin
tiasht," wiieh is se severely conidemned,
Baron Stockinar dIeclares, "I love and
" honor the English coustitution from con-
"viction, for I tLink that, under judicious

iandling, IL is capable of realizing a de-
4 gree of legal civil liberty which leaves a
"misan scope o think and act as a main.
" Out of its bosoin singly and soiely has
" sprtung Ancrica's fi-ce constitution in ail
" its present powr and importance, in its
" incalculable influence upon the social
" condition of tIe iwhsole hunan race; and,
ti iny eyes, the English constitution is
" the foutindation corner and cope stone of
"all the politicaIl civilization of the hu1sinîin
" iace, present and te come."

Baron Stockmar, holding tiese vicws of
our constitution, protested against the
tieory of " Verax," now endorsed to our
amazement by Caiatdiaii Conservatives,
thiat the King l is nothing but a Mandarin
figure ivhich lias to nod its lcad in assent,
or shake It in denial, as his minister
pleases," eor, as Lord Elgin Most happily
expressed himself. Il the neit of iock
sovreiignty."

Wiiatevei' may have been the extent of
Baron Stockmar's influence with the Queen
and the Prince Consort, there is no ground
for supposing thiat Ier Majesty's subjects
have been dissatisfied with lier mode of
discharging lier regal; functions. The
occasion of the celebrated letter of Baron
Stockmar so strongly condemnetd by " Ve
rax," Iwas the violent abuse of the Prince
Consort towards the end of 1853. The


