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!iug large int.erests in mericaad
fainiiar with conditions there.

Furtermrefie had been eons;ulted
by Goverineiit both hefore and dur.
ing, the war and had evinced a desire
to serve the state. But hie was entire-
ly without experience in diplomnacy
and buit mneagrely eduvated. Ile could
flot even speak French and an inter-
preter w-as emiployed whien lie called
uipon the French Minister, M. de
Vergennes. Hie was guileless inno-
eence itacif in his interview withi the
astute Franklin. "I told hlm,>'
Oawald recorda, "that 1 coild lot; but
eonigratulate him in hia present
happy situation, since 1 considered
the settiement of a peace on a fair
and equitable basis Wo be entirely in
his hands. Since, Wo speak the truth,
I could flot help thinking, that when
they as Commissioners of the Colo-
nies were satiafled, they had it ln their
power to draw the line of such
reasonable termination a., ouglit and
Must content the other powersY'

Frankinu naturally wrote to Shel-
humne that if lie desired the negotia-
tions Wo succeed lie ahould entrust
them Wo Oswald. Finding the British
agent wedded Wo the American view,
Franklin suggested a lasting peace
by cession of Nova Seotia and Canada
and the complete withdrawal of G4reat
Britain from this continent. Oswald
thouglit the demand reasonable and
asked that the proposai be put in
writing, undertaking Wo deliver it to
Shelburne. F'rankllin cautiously me-
plied that as the other American
Commissioèners had not arrived lie
was speaking ouly for himacif. How-
ever. h.e obliglngly drew up a mem-
orandum of his caim for ail the
Britishi pseions in Amemica, and

-Oawald Wook it back with him to
London.

On the receipt of this valuable
suiggestion, Sheiburne had an oppor-
tunity of putting himself iglit. The
unfitness of Oswald for such niegotia.
dions must have been evident. He
could have been thanked for has

services and an experienced nman sent
to replace hini. The document, whieh
came to be known as the "Canada
Paper," miglit have been shown to the
Cabinet. When the proposai ulti-
niately becamne known to the other
ministers, they were startled, especi-
ally Fox . Shelburne handed it back
Wo Oswaid without commient, al-
though OswaId thouglit, mistakenly
it seemas, that it would be deait with
later, and probably form part o! the
ternis of settiement. 11e encouraged
Franklin, on metumrning Wo Paris, withi
this assurance, and the other Ameri-
can Commissioners were brouglit Wo
consent Wo recive most of the North
American continent instead. of only
a part o! it. As the "Canada Paper"
is flot usaually found in histories o!
the period it may be quoted here:

To make a peae durable, what may give
occasiîon for future wars sliould, if practic-
able, be removed.

The territory of the United. States and
that of Canada by long extended frontiers
toucli oaci other.

The settlers on the frontiers of the Am.-
eiican provinces are generally the most dis-
,rdorly of the people, who being f ar re-
mýIoved frorn the eye and control of their
res pective Governments, are most boId in
-oimittinig offences against nelghbours,
ind are f or ever occasloning comzplaints
and furnisbing matter for fresi diffor-
uesz between their titates.

By the late dobates in Parliarnent and
publie writings, it appears that Britain
desires a rcéonelliation with the Ameni-
cana. It is a sweet word. It means muci

more than a mere peace, and it is beartily
'01 Ib. wýished for. Nations make pence

wýhenever thoy are both weary of making
war. But if one of them lias made war
upon the otier unjustly, and bas wantonly
and unnecessarily doue it great injuries,
and refuses reparation; though there mnay
for the present be peace, the resentment of
thoso injuries will remain, and will break
out agnin in vengeance, when occasions
off er. Tiiose occasions will be watched for
by one side, f eared by the otier; and the
pence wll neyer bo secure; norn a M
cordiality exist between tbem.

Many lieuses and villages bave been
burrit in Amlerica by the Englisi and their
allies, the Indians. 1 do not know tint the
Ainoricans will insist on reparation. Par-
haps they may. But would it not bo better
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