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Iio (Ic'cidcil oji tliL'ir |>ublication. Whether tliis

decision was wise, tlie reader must determine.

If, on the one hand, part of llieir interest be lost

in the lapse of years ; on the other, they, and the

comments they have elicited, can now be pub-

lished with less risk of woundinjj^ private feelings.

It has been the Editor's study to avoid all unne-

cessary remarks on the letters in this volume, so as

to allow the writers to speak for themselves. But

he has deemed it a sacred obligation due to the

memory of Sir Isaac Brock, to withhold nothing

descriptive of his energetic views and intentions,

and of the obstacles he experienced in the vigo-

rous prosecution of the contest— obstacles which

his gallant spirit could not brook, and which

necessarily exposed *' his valuable life" much

more than it would have been in offensive opera-

tions.* He regrets, however, that in the perform-

ance of this duty, he must necessarily give pain to

the relatives of the late Sir George Prevost, of

whose military government in Canada he would

much rather have written in praise than in censure.

Brief memoirs are inserted, at the conclusion of

the Appendix, of one of Sir Isaac Brock's bro-

thers, the bailiff or chief magistrate of Guernsey,

and of two of their nephews, Lieutenant E. W.

* See pages 275-280, 298, 304, 305, 315-31;.


