
Profound Sdbmrrobnor ok Valmys.

While thcHti rccordH of tlie Minn'mHippi, wiiicli liavtt been only

partially »k'(uphc«rtMl, do not furiUHli all of llu' duHired itiforination, yet

an far aH tlicy jjfo tlu'y arc invaluable.

I'aHHiu^ from the buried (Oiannel of the MisHisHippi to itH oontinua-

tion, now Hubinerjijed beneath the waveHof the (4ulf of Mexico, we find

evidence indicating hucIi a HtupendouH continental elevation aw to be

alinoHt ijicredible, were it not supported by collateral evidenix', upon

both the Pacilic and Atlantic coastH. The Houndings off the coast of

the delta ol the MisHiHsippi indicate the outer margin of the continental

plateau as submerged to a depth of 3,600 feet, indented by an enibay-

ment of another liundred fathoms in depth, at the head of which there

IH a valley a few miles wide, liounded by a plateau from !>00 to l,iiOO

feet above its floor. This valley is now submerged to a depth (»f

;J,00() feel, and is the re]>resentative of the channel of the ancient

Mississippi river, towards which it heads,*

On the Pacific coast, in the region of Cape Mendocino, Prof. George

T)avi<lsoii has identified three valleys now submerged to from 2,400 io

.'JjliiO feet, and several of inferior depth. These measurements are

those of the valleys where they lireak through the marginal jilateaus

of the continent, at about six miles from the prest^nt shore, where it is

submerged to th«j depth of 100 fathoms.

f

The soundings along the Atlantic coast reveal similar deep fjords.

The long-since known extension of the Hudson river, beneath the

Atlantic waters, is traceable to the margin of the continental plateau,

.ac(piiring a depth of 2,844 feet, in front of which the soundings show

a bar, covered with mud, wliich, however, is now submerged to the

depth of only 1,230 feet. The unpublished soundings off the mouth

of the Delaware river bring to light another valley, the floor of which

is now covered by ocean waves to nearly 1,200 feet— its continuation

seaward not having been ascertained. (Lindenkohl.)J

Were the continent elevated only 600 feet, the Gulf of Maine would

be replaced by a terrestrial plain, in some places 200 miles wide, but

traversed by rivers, one of which, towards its mouth, would be 2,004

feet deep— that is to say, the bottom of the fjord is now submerged

2,664 feet. Even this great depth may not be its maximum, for along

the line between the opposite banks, at the mouth, now beneath 100

fathoms of water (which is approximately the depth to which the real

margin of the continent is submerged), we find that the sea is nearly
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