Oetobor 26th, 1932

The Secretary~Genersal,
The League of Natioms,
GENBEVA, Switzerland.

Sir,

Some years ago this University, recognizing
the necesslty for increased knowledge of Chins, its
culture and its people, in westera countries, took
under consideration the formation of a Department of
Chinese Studlea.

Continued examination of the project showed
us that the time was ripe for such & dovelopmeni in
Canads. Wa found that Occldental nations were
realizing more and mors fully the historiecal and
cultural conneetion between China sad the West, the
intersst and value of Chinese literature and Chiness
culture, and the scomomic and political importance of
China in the modern world.

It appegred tn ue at the same time that since,
by reason of ths short Worthern Pacific trade route,
Canada was a nearer neighbour to China than say other
western country, since our commercisl contects were
increasing and since no political guestions separated
the two countries, Cannda was an eminently sultable
place for a new suhool of Chinese Studies.

Believing, as we all do, that intellectusal
co~oporation and mutual understanding contridbute
largely to international peage, we felt that such

& development might in the end have a value apart
from its cultural importances

We wore f ortunate in the fact that at the
same time as these plans were under consideration,
¥re Ge H. Gost deposited in the University the




