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tbat, while I have often visited our own
sabbath sehools, I have neyer heard children
answer questions better than the pupls did
on that occasion. At the close of the school,
the prlest presented me with the catechism,
and I found, on reading It, that it conveyed
the fundamental doctrines which 1 bad been
taught.

Wben we recail with what vigour and
strenuous opposition the educational clauses
of the Âutononiy Bill were reslsted, we now
have the verdict of the people of the west
themselves, and that le an emphatic vindica-
tion of the pollcy of the government.

Ln respect to our great natural forest
wealth, we have lived f)rodigally as a people.
We have to some extent sold our birthright,
and are not unlike the man who set bis house

on Oire in order to cook a dinner; whereas.
the firet lessan whicb civilization teaches Is
that man must flot selfishly byve wbolly la
the present, gratifylng at any cost the needs
of the moment, but that be muet regard the
rIgbts of those who will corne atter hlm.

Lt wvill be said by some that we are lock-
ing the stable after the horse ls stalen. Per-
haps, however, It le not too late yet for
us to preserve a large part of our once-
magnificent forests. At ail events public
sentiment has been aroused. Lt ls gratify-
lng to see the lnterest which was manlfest-
ed ln this question at the Forestry Conven-
tion recently held ln this clty, and we are

particularly fortunate ID, having bad strong
lnterest mnanifested therein by His Excel-
lency the Governor General and by the rlght
bon. the First Minister o! this Dominion.

On account of the feeling of unrest whicb
bas recently characterized the public atti-
tude towards 11f e Insurance, -caused largely
by the exposure of fraud and graft ln the
United States It is a source o! the higbest
satisfaction to know that a Royal Commis-
sion composed o! able men ls now at work,
clothed with the amplest powers necessary
for bringing out the truth upon ail material
points o! this important business. The
amount o! money wblch life Insurance
companles collect eacb year from the people
for the fulfilment of future obligations le
vast and rapidly increasing, and it ls of
great Importance that such moneys shali be
wisely invested.

That the present le a critical time in thli
regard, no one will deny. The system of
inspection now exercised over the campa

nies by the Insurance Department is exten-
sive and thoroughly efficient as I under-
stand. The head office of every company ls
visited each year, and its transactions sub-
jected to the minutest scrutiny. Even If the
law as it stands ls well complled witb, It
may be advisable further to strengthen the
bande of the department by a modification
or extension of the present statu-tes.

We may be assured that the commission
besides giving attention to the question of
speculative investmeat of funds, if any
such tendency existe, will ln general be able
to recommend ameadments of. the existing
laws which will prove most valuable to
parliament.

Ia a report published ln the morning
papers of the 8th Inst., I notice that Judge
MacTavish made an Important annouace-
ment at the opening of the proceedings of
the commission. Re said:

The secretary has read the terms af the com-
mission directîng ihis Inquiry which, with the
order in council already published, discloses
the very wlde scope of the Investigation now
proposedl ta be heid. In must be apparent ta
every one that there la an absence of any re-
striction or limitation ta the scopS of the
lnquiry, nar la there auything omitted there-
tram that can, at thîs stage at ail events, be
suggested or antîcîpated.

We may be sure, then, that the commis-
sion, besides givIng attention ta the evîdence
that will be submitted, will la general be
able ta recommend amendments ta the exist-
lng laws which wlil be most valuable to par-
Ilament.

I also see reference made ta the pro-
gress being made ln the exploration and
survey of the eastern division of the Na-
tional Transcontinental Railway and that it
ls expected that contracts for the construc-
tion o! two Important sections embracing ta-
gether about four hundred mlles will shortly
be executed. On lnquiry to-day I flnd that
at this very hour, whlle this House ls ait-
ting, tenders are being opened for two sec-
tions, one tir one hundred and flfty miles
east o! Winnipeg, and oas for one hundred
and fifty miles west of Quebec, and that
contracte will be let Immedlately.

Lt Is satisfactory ta know that the report
of the Transportation Commission will soon
be forthcaming, for 'It 1s not toa much ta
saY that the Problem of transportation, or
ln other words, distribution of the products
o! -field and factory among those most la

- need o! them, ls the key of the whale econo-


