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Supply

presentation of the opposition, another meeting requires that I 
leave after I make my presentation and answer questions and 
comments.

opment services to Canadians who are out of work and not 
eligible for the unemployment insurance benefits of develop
ment youth initiatives.

The federal government payments from this vote will be used 
to assist Atlantic fishermen. They will be used to assist youth, 
aboriginals and other Canadians seeking to improve their job 
readiness and to enhance their ability to secure steady and 
productive employment.

Specifically the payments in the hands of the recipients are 
directed toward self-employment assistance, mobility assis
tance, job training and income support while awaiting training 
or not.

I will initially speak to the notice of opposition to Motion No. 
1 as placed by the hon. member for Mercier and will deal with 
the substance of the expenditure recommended in the main 
estimates on that item. Also in the course of my remarks I will 
get into some general comments about the estimates.

We have 59 opposed motions with respect to the estimates 
today that we will have completed by ten o’clock this evening.

• (1525)

With respect to Motion No. 1 which deals with vote 10 in the 
amount of approximately $1.3 billion for the Department of 
Human Resources Development, this specifically being for 
employment and insurance program grants and contributions, I 
would ask that this allocation be concurred in.

Funding provided from the vote represents the federal govern
ment’s commitment to its belief that it has a role in manpower 
training within Canada and its efforts to work closely with 
provinces and territories to eliminate overlap and duplication in 
the area of manpower training.

I should like at this point to turn to some more general reasons 
as to why we should have the support of the House with respect 
to the main estimates for the current fiscal year, which I initially 
tabled in the House on February 28.

[Translation]

Most members of the House will support the view that the 
employment and insurance program is one of the key elements 
in the federal government’s social and economic development 
efforts. The program is comprised of three major activities: 
employment, unemployment insurance, and Canada employ
ment centre management and joint services.

In the fiscal year 1995-96 it will be a transition year for the 
program as the department completes the integration of various 
components that came together with the creation of the new 
department.

The employment and insurance program develops and sup
ports productive utilization of labour market resources in Cana
da while respecting the principles of equity in employment and 
ensuring the protection of public funds to promote the effective 
and efficient functioning of the Canadian labour market.

The main goal of the employment activity is to provide 
Canada’s social security system with the capability to help 
people get back to work and the dignity that work brings to 
Canadians.

The main point I want to make is that Canadians want an 
efficient, responsible, and affordable government.

[English]

The 1995-96 main estimates help deliver just that by reinforc
ing the approach taken in the February budget to reduce spend
ing and to reshape the role of the federal government.

Canadians support the budget in part because it is aimed at 
refocusing government on the key priorities and key needs of 
Canadians. It is about getting government right.

The estimates lay out planned spending department by depart
ment, program by program. They reflect tough choices on 
spending on programs the government has had to make to meet 
its fiscal targets, to get its fiscal house in order.

The main estimates detail in 80 separate volumes $164.2 
billion in total planned budgetary expenditures for this fiscal 
year. This includes $116.2 billion under existing legislation and 
$48 billion in expenditures for which we are seeking parliamen
tary authority.

The activities and overall orientation have been redesigned to 
accommodate such tasks as increased focus on youth along with 
offers of increased planning and management responsibilities 
made to provinces and territories.

The objective of the unemployment insurance activity is to 
promote economic growth and flexibility by providing tempo
rary income support to unemployed workers who qualify for 
benefits under the Unemployment Insurance Act without plac
ing an unnecessary burden on individuals, on groups or on 
regions of the country.

The vote affected by the motion before us is in the federal 
government’s main vehicle for delivery of employment devel

• (1530 )

Why should we have members’ approval for these expendi
tures? Because we have acted decisively to reduce the size of 
government as a result of the budget review process. Because we 
have rationalized the activities and programs we should deliver


