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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, November 29, 1956
The house met at eleven o’clock.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT OF PRESENT SESSION
TO JANUARY 8

Right Hon. L. 'S. St
Minister) moved:

That when this house adjourns after returning
from attending on the giving of royal assent to the
proposed appropriation bill, it shall stand adjourned
until Tuesday, January 8, 1957, at eleven o’clock
in the forenoon, provided always that if it appears
to the satisfaction of Mr. Speaker, after consultation
with Her Majesty’s government, that the public
interest requires that the house should meet at an
earlier time during the adjournment, Mr. Speaker
may give notice that he is so satisfied, and there-
upon the house shall meet at the time stated in such
notice, and shall transact its business as if it had
been duly adjourned to that time.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the house
to adopt the motion?

Mr. M. J. Coldwell (Rosetown-Biggar):
Before the motion is put, hon. members will
recollect that I suggested, when we entered
upon the present debate, we should proceed
with the debate as quickly as possible and
get that part of the business done. I said
also that if hon. members had any further
business that they wished to bring before
the house an opportunity should be given
for them to do so. In my opinion there are
pressing matters which hon. members might
like to bring before the house. I am not
going to deal with them at length, but I am
going to say that I have come back from west-
ern Canada, after having visited my sup-
porters in my own constituency, and I found
a very serious situation on the prairies, both
financially, as was mentioned in the house,
and in the inability to deliver wheat in order
to get the necessary funds.

I also found there was trouble with some
farmers who had sent samples of barley,
for example, which they hoped to have
graded and expected to have graded as malt-
ing barley. When they sent a carload in
after having been told from samples for-
warded that it was malting barley they found
it was not, and they lost their wheat quota
rights, and that has tended to increase the
difficulties in my constituency.

I do not want to interfere with the current
debate, but I also wish to say there are cer-
tain matters in the mining and other areas
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that should receive some consideration in
this house before we adjourn. I want to see
this business that we are engaged in con-
cluded but I think that I must, on behalf of
those associated with me at least, oppose
the adjournment of the house when this
debate is finished so that any members who
have business to bring before the house may
do so as quickly as possible, not spending any
more time than is necessary; but these mat-
ters should receive the consideration of the
house before we adjourn and consequently
I feel constrained to oppose the motion at
this time.

Mr. St. Laurent (Quebec East): I am sorry
that the hon. gentleman feels he should
oppose the motion. This session was called
for one purpose and one purpose only and
the proposal is the kind of proposal that was
made during the years when there was hot
war going on, but it is made because the
situation is one about which there is great
anxiety, and one about which no certainty
as to what the future events may be is
possible at this time.

I think it would be the desire of the
majority of the house, when it has dealt
with this business, to adjourn and then have
the regular session started as early in the
new year as possible when there will be
ample opportunity for different matters of
interest to be brought to the attention of the
house. Even if we sat constantly I am sure
that there are hon. members who would feel
at all times that there were things of interest
that they could talk about, but I do not
think at this time it would be the desire of
the house to make this into anything but an
urgent special session for the purpose of deal-
ing with those matters that were indicated
in the speech from the throne.

I am sorry that I cannot acquiesce in the
suggestion of the hon. member that the
motion be not proceeded with. It is our
feeling that it would be the desire of a
majority of the members of the house to
dispose of this business and then wait until
the next regular session, which I stated
yesterday it was our intention to have open
immediately this one was prorogued, if this
motion is adopted. There would then be a
speech from the throne in the ordinary way
dealing with everything that the government
felt it was necessary to deal with at an
ordinary annual session of the Canadian
parliament.



