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the Blritish empire inter se as weII as the
relations of each part to ýoreign countries.
For such examination the time at our disposaI
has been ail too short. Yet we hope that wve
xnay have laid a foundation on which snlise-
quent conferences rnay build.

I quote further:
The committee are of the opinion that

iîcthing would be gained hy atternpting to lay
down a constitution for the British empire. Its
widely scattered parts have vcry different
characteristics, very different histories.' and are
at very difierent stages of evolution: while,
eonsidered as a ivhole, it defies classification;
and bears no real reseinblaîîee te any other
political organization which now exists or has
ever yet heen tried.

There is, hoîvever, one most important ele-
ment in it which, from a strictly çonstitntional
point of view, has now, as regards vital matters,
reached its fuIl developinent-we refer to the
grcup of self-governing conimunities co nposeil
of Great Britain and the dominions. Thieir
position anl mutual relation miay be rcad:ily
defined. They are autonionionis coînîrnnties
within the British empire, equal iii status, in
no way suhordinate eue to another iii any
.aspect of their domestic or cxternal affairs,
though united hy a conhînin allegiance le th(-
crewn. antI freely associateil as itieier., of the
liritish commonwealth of nations.

A-,n d a little furtmer down:
Every self-governing member of tIme emîpire* is

niow the master of ils destiny.
I say, Mr. Speaker, that no words could be

clearer than those in defining- tihe present
position; and I must say that the position as
thusi defined is the position wh-ich this govern-
ment acccpts as the prescrnt one aend which it
lesires ýte see maintained.

In regard te defence:
The conference gave rinch considerat ion to

th(, question of defence. and to the metîthoils lmy'
which the defence arrangements ofet ci p'art o î
the empire could be nieet effcctively coordiinated.

In dealing withi defence the first item that
is set, forth is this:

The resolutions on defence adopted at the
last session of the conference are reaffirmed.

The statement thera of ivhat was reaffirmed
at, the previcus conference is:

.The conferemice affirins tîmat it is mecessary to
provide for tlîe adequate defence cf tlîe terri-
tories and trade et the several countries coin-
prisinig the Britislh empire. In this cornetion
the confercuce eNpressly meeognizes tlîat it is
for the parliamniemts <if the several parts cf the
empire. upon the reeoiiuîmenlations.ý cf their
respective governuments. to tlecide tîje nature
antI cxtent cf aur action whicm should be taken
hy thcmi.

There was, I believe, a further conference
in 1930 which was attended by Mr. Bennett.
I have lookcd, through the proceedings and
am unable te sec anything which in any way
alters the force cf the position that was taken
at previous conferences in regard te inter-
imperial relations. There was an economic
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conference vhich was held in this city in 1932,
but it did not touc4i the question of inter-
imperial constitutional relations. There was a
further conference in London in 1937, the year
cf the coronation. I hed again the honour of
rcprescnting Canada, aîong with others, at
that conference. At tha-t conference foreign
affairs, defence and constitutional questions
were alI on the agenda for discussion. I have
a oopy cf the report of the conference and
this is what is etated with respect to foreign
affairs and defence. The cheirman made the
followin-g statement:

Thougli we shahl discuas cther important
subjecîs, we are agreed that questions cf foreign
affaira and defence shaîl be our main subjeets.

During the disoussion emphasi.s was laid on
the importance of developing the practice of
communication and consultation hetween differ-
ent governiments as a help te the coordination
cf policies.

The conference recorded thie rest.lts of itis
deliherations on the subject cf foreign affaire.
and this is the pertinent paragraph:

Wiîile ne attemipt imas made to formiulate
m-niniticnts. w luth iii anY eveut could not he
miadît effective unitil approved and confirmed by
tîme respective parliaints. the representatives
cf tlic got-erunmemts converncd foemnd themselves
in close agreemient upon a numnl)er of general
piropositious . .. the *v dîelareil their intention
of contiinuing te cemîsult and cooperate.

And ini tie matter cf defence-
The couference gave close attenîtion te, the

subjeet of defeuce, and considcred ways in
whiclu it w ould lie possible for the gevertimentm
ùociiirnctl te cooperate iii imîcasures for their
owil securît.

In the course of the discussions. the confer-
ce foniffl gencral agreemielt ummîomg ils miem-

bers tîtat the security of each of their countries
eaii le increased 1»- cooperation, in such matters
as tlue free imtercliange o f informîatîion concern-
îîîg the state of their naval. iiiilitary and air
forces, tlic coutinumauce cf the arrangements
already iuitiatcd by some cf theni for cocîcrting
the senleo f the defences cf potrts, and mneasures
for ion ýerationi ii tlîe mefecîî cf commîunîca-
tions ind other common irîterests. At the same
lime the eonfercîîce recogmiiedt tlîat it is the
sole rcsponsibility cf the several parîmaments
cf the Britishs commnonwealth te decide the
nature, and scope of their civil defemîce policy.

At that conference 1 made a statement of
Canada's position in regard te imperial con-
fei-cnces, and the place that they occupy in
sottling matters cf policy. I wiII read it te
the lieuse because it is the position which, if I
were attcnding a conference cf prime ministers
later in the year. as 1 înay, I would wish te
maintain at that time.

The task, cf an imperial conference has been
ivcll defined as that cf conisidering whetmeî the
sevet-al goverumemîts represeîîtcd, while pre-
serviug their individual rights cf decision and
action, can coordinate their various policies in


