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Mr. McMASTER: The lasf lina of clause
(d) reada:

Notes and security to the Crown.

Should this not read "notes and securi-
fics."

Mi. MEIGHEN: Yes.

Section agreed f0.

On section 6-penalty for miarepresanfa-
tien, fraud, etc.

Mi. MAHARG: Has thai ministar fully
considered the drastic nature of this sec-
tion? I hava no objection to the fiast two
lines which raad:

Any person who le guiity of misrepresenta-
tion or fraud In securing an advance under this
Act,..... shall be Hiable to-

-whafever the minister may wish f0 in-
sert there. But the rest of the section is
entirely too drastîc, as the conditions are
such that if is absolutaly impossible foi a
f armer f0 live up to if. Ha may find him-
self, through a number of circumafancas,
vioiating thiB section.

Mr. MEIGHEN: It is quit a conceivable
thaf a man who had really commifted no
offence might ha liable to prosacution un-
der this section. Thaf is t0 say, ýalfhough
ha had committad an offenca againsf this
measure, he- mighf hava dons only what
circumafancas compailed him to do. Thaf
could ha takan cara of by a proviso that
no prosecutions shouid be enfered axcapt
with the consent of tha miniaf ai. I do not
know of any othar way of taking cara of if.
Under t he distribution of 1915 we ancoun-
tered a large numbar of cases in the abso-
lut e, but a ielativeiy amail number whare
men, having got the grain which coaf the
Government several hundreda of dollars,
and having given liens loi if, immediafely
sold if to somebody alse, neyai sowing if
af ail. Thair own land ramainad nnseeded
and ail the Governmant had ware liens on
land which the farmera claimed waý not
fit fo sow. Soma proportion of oui losa will
ha by reason of frauda, or what Bhouid
hava been considaied as frauda, commiffed
by borîowars in that way. We wanf to
hold before thase peopla fha nacessity of
caiiying out to the utmost of their powar
tha infant cl Paihiament in advancing
this money, and not to enabla tham f0
defeat that infant by negligence in sowing
the grain or by fraud in selling the grain
or in any other way. I do not think the
fine is too high because if says "«not ex-
ceeding $1,000," and twelve calendar
monthe is not too long. I do not fhink in

practice a prosecution is ever entered ex-
cepf at the instance of the Department of
the Interior which advances the money, s0
that no man is in any real peril. But of
course, the wvay the section reada now,
prosecution mighf be entered by an in-
dividual. Where, however, it was shown,
even on such a prosecution, that the man
had done the best within his power, we
ought to presume that no magistrata wouid
enforce a penalty upon him.

Mr. MAHARG: I think there is no al-
ternative. If a man is guilfy, the magie-
trate muet impose a penalty.

Mr. MEI'GHEN: No. He may find the
man guilty and let him off on suspended
sentence, or he ma' fine hîm a dollar.

Mr. MAHARG: In either case people
who do not understand the ciîcumsfances
inay conclude that the man is guilfy of
fraud, and that wouid be doing an injustice
f0 him. The section says:

Baving secured such advance fail to aop1y it
to the purchaae of seed gTain.

A mani mighf be figuring on buying his
seed grain at $2.50 a bushel and might get
if for 10, 15 or 25 cents less. Whaf ia ha
going to do with the rest of the mfoneyP

An hion. MEMBER: 'Refuin if.

Mr. MARARG: Thera ia no provision
for that.

Or who diieposes of the seed grain purchased
with any auch advance or who makes use of
any, portion of the saine other than for seeding
purposes on the land &n respect of which hie
applioation. le made.

Ha may infend sowing one and one-half
bushels f0 the acre, and he may have
fiffeen, fwenty or twenty-five busheis lait
over with which hae cannot do anything
excepf let if go to wasfa. I have. been a
f armer mysaîf for a number of yaars and
I have neyer been able to figure up jusf
how many bushels of saed grain 1 might
require. Soma provision should ha in-
serted, or aise the section should ha con-
fined to the fiast two lines and the penalty.
Surely "guilfy of misrepresanfation or
fraud" should be sufficient.

Mr. MEI'GHEN: Thaf would mean mis-
representafion or f.raud in obtaining the
advance. The great difflcultys~is not in
fraud in obtaining the advance but in
fraud after. the advanca has been made.
In practice the farmer doas not get the
money; ha gets the grain. Forme ara sup-
pliad to the banks giving ordars on who-
ever the farmer wanta to buy the grain


