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tion. I have heard it stated, Mr. Chair-
man, that Canada bas no clearly defined
Indian pelicy. In other words, that while
the Government in co-operation with the
churches of the country bas sought to im-
prove the mo~ral and social statue of the
Indian youth, she has not made any ade-
quate -provision for their f ull and subse-
quent citizeneàhip. Thia Bill is an honest
and carefully wrought out measure to pro-
mote, with reasonable celerity, the social
and civic welfare of the descendants o! the
original inhabitants of this country.

The native ha-, been and les in mnny ways
under-rated aud mis)udged. possilblv be-
cause hie differs iu many important respects
from the white man, but those differences
are maiuly tbe results of generations of
training, environmient, and natural or race
characteristics. Wheu wecousider bis his-
tory and understand bis character, we find
many strong mental and moral qualities
tbat promise well for bi-s future develop-
ment and citizenship. At the same tiie
there are certain obvioua defects in his men-
tality which demand ifrom us as bis guar-
dians kindness and consideration, to en-
able bim to reach. the largest Ineasure of
self-adjustment and independence.

The Indian is by nature very strongly
domestic in bis habits. He is a faitbful
friend aud poasessea in a high degree the
artistie temperament, as evidenced by the
dexterity of tîhe women and by the style
of public address used ýby the Indian orator.
Buth'e is slow to meve, has littie initiative,
-and is ahuost devoid, of the ecouomic in-
stinct. Therefore it may be regarded as in-
cumbent upen us, by reason of tîhese exist-
ing conditions, te do our ut-meat to belp
hlm realize and enjoy wbat we conceive to
be the duties and responsibilities of Can-
adi-an citizenship.

There are about 100,000 Indians in Can-
ada; approximately ene-quarter of these
-are in Blritish -Columbia. It la of those and
lhose only, Mr. 'Chairman, sud o! their re-
lation to Vbis Bill that I propose now to
apeak. These Indians represent all grades
and conditions of civilization and progress,
froin tihe aboriginal state te comparative
social and financial comfort. I understaud
,that ene Indian o! British Columbia bougbt
$25,000 worth of Victory Bonds last fail. It
la estimated that probably less tban ene-
bial! of these Indiaus have ever had au op-
portunity te secure even a rudimeutary
education, and o! tbose who bave had tîhe
opportunity a very considérable number
have refusçd to attend the school provided.

[Mr. Stacey.]

There are seven or eigbt liuguistic stocks
lu the province, each of wbich bas several
distinct dialects. These stocks vary iu in-
tellectual capacity, as they do in other re-
spects. Some, indeed, are cf very high
order, mentally alert, analytical, vigorous,
and capable of great development under
favourable conditions. But it le wertby of
note that while tîhere -are many natives who
are finaucially easy sud mauy more who
ore intellectually qualified to a very high
degree, not a single Indin froru British
Columbia bas up to 'the present tune made
application forenfrauchisemeut. Wheu it
is noted that 300 Indians in tihe Dominion
at -the present time bave applied for en-
franchisement tihe question naturally
arises: why are noue from British Columbia
includtd lu that number? One reason tbat
may be assigned-I do not say the only oe
-is that an unfortunate state of affaira
exista lu British Columbia betweeu certain
Indian tribes on tbe eue baud aud the pro-
vince o! British -Columbia and the Domin-
ion ef Canada ou the other. Bill No. 13
w1hich bas been before this House la au
attempt te remove the difficulties existiug
ou the former account, wbereas Bill No. 14
proposes or sima te preinote tbe social sud
civic wel! are of the individual Indian. Iu
ahl fairuesa it must be said that. a number
ef Indians frein British Columbia appeared
before your cemmittee to oppose the pass-
age of this Bill. But witih equal caudour
it must be sta;ted that it was soon dis-
covered, upon their ewu admission, that
their opposition was net reahly againat tîhe
provisions of the Bill; fer more tban oe
of thein stated that tbey did. net know any-
thing about tbese provisions. Tbeir atti-
tude was based, ratîher, upon -the t-wefold
objection as set forth by their counsel, Mr.
O'Meara: firàt, that they fermed a kiud of
protectorate under the British Crown and
therefore this Parliament had ne authority
te pass this Bill-or, îinferentially, any eVher
Bill-affetting tbe allied tribes ef British
Columbia; second, upon: the ground. that
they claimed tribal ownership under ab-
original title and Royal Proclamation of
1763 -and were eutitled te an interest in al
the lands of the province. I propose now,
Mr. Chairman, te state to tlhe committes
as clearly as 1 amn able, net lu the learued
language of the lawyer but in the sirupler
speech of tbe isyman, the condition of
affaira lu British Columbia in se far as they
relate te the twe points preaented te yeur
cemmittee, as meutioned a moment ago.

It las necesaary for us te review very
briefly the history ef the settiement and de-


