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And a point of order having been raised as to the propriety of the taking
of the preceding division;

RULING BY MR. SPEAKER

Mr. SPEAKER: Even at this late hour I f eel I should be given an opportunity
to rule on the very interesting and important point raised by the honourable
Member for Queens (Mr. MacLean). I can assure the honourable Member I have
taken this into serious consideration. In many ways his point is academîce be-
cause he knows, as intimated by his remnarks, that at least to some extent we
are faced with a Standing Order which. is part of our Canadian rules and
governs the practice of thîs House. That Standing Order is to, the effect that
on a division the Yeas and Nays shall not be entered unless demanded by
five Members. Standing Order No. 9 states that if five Members rise there
shall be a division.

As honourable Members appreciate, it is rather difficuit for the Chair
to decide whether the five Members rising are amnong those who said "Yea" or
"Nay". Perhaps what the Member is suggesting is that the Chair at the moment
should ask the five Members whether they were amnong those who saîd "Yea"
or "Nay'.
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