
Canada exercises its sovereignty daily through good governance and responsi­
ble stewardship. It does so through the broad range of actions it undertakes as a 
government—whether related to social and economic development, Arctic science 
and research, environmental protection, the operations of the Canadian Forces or the 
activities of the Canadian Coast Guard and Royal Canadian Mounted Police. We exer­
cise our sovereignty in the Arctic through our laws and regulations, as we do through­
out Canada.

We are putting the full resources of the Government of Canada behind the exercise of 
our sovereignty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction in the Arctic. We are taking a whole- 
of-government approach. Since taking office, the Prime Minister and many federal 
cabinet ministers have made regular visits to Canada's North. Further evidence of the 
priority the Government of Canada is placing on the North was the meeting of G-7 
finance ministers in Nunavut in February 2010.

Since 2007, the Government of Canada has announced a number of initiatives to en­
hance our capacity in the North and to exercise, responsibly, our sovereignty there. 
These include significant new commitments to allow Canada to better monitor, protect 
and patrol its Arctic land, sea and sky and to keep pace with changes in the region.

Within the next decade, Canada will launch a new polar icebreaker. This will be the 
largest and most powerful icebreaker ever in the Canadian Coast Guard fleet.

The Canada First Defence Strategy will give the Canadian Forces the tools it needs to 
provide an increased presence in the Arctic. Through this strategy, Canada is invest­
ing in new patrol ships that will be capable of sustained operation in first-year ice to 
ensure we can closely monitor our waters as they gradually open up and maritime 
activity increases. In order to support these and other Government of Canada ves­
sels operating in the North, Canada is investing in a berthing and refuelling facility 
in Nanisivik.
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