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disarmament requires the greatest effort and the most pain­

staking negotiation.

The fundamental problem is the distrust and suspicion 

which have sharply and tragically divided the world since the 

end of the Second World War. Negotiating governments must make 

greater efforts to overcome this.

The Committee should play its part in this trans­

formation. The Canadian Delegation at Geneva has repeated I y 

emphasized that there are common elements in existing proposals 

which can be developed into significant measures of disarmament. 

What is required is a renewed endeavour to achieve acceptable 

compromises.

Canada welcomes the announced intention of the Soviet

Union to modify its proposals for eliminating nuclear weapons 

vehicles. In our view, this may help to remove the block to

negotiations in Geneva which was created by the incompatible 

positions of the two sides on this particular question. Of 

course, we must reserve our final opinion on this modified 

Soviet position untiI we see the detailed amendments to the 

Soviet draft treaty; and, in addition, agreement on this key 

disarmament question will inevitably require careful examination 

in Geneva of all the related factors.

Early in the Geneva Conference, a committee of the 

whole was set up to deal with measures which could be put into 

effect quickly and would help to relieve international tension 

and create mutual confidence pending agreement on general and 

comp Iete disarmament.

Among the subjects which this Committee has before 

it are : first, measures to prevent further dissemination of 

nuclear weapons and, second, the reduction of the possibility 

of war by accident, miscalculation or failure of communications.


