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ba.sis for further talks on the ban of CW. The future Convention on the ban of CW

must encompa.ss at lea.st a. part of the "other ha.rmful chemica.ls". In that case,

it seems logical to us that the definition of "precursors" must also encompa.ss those

chemicâl compounds . which are. àSso. a. component part of this group of chemical wa.rfare

agents.

Technological progress'will in the future surely make.it possible for a la.rger

number of chemical compounds to be used as "precursors", which will, of course, :

present a da.nger of the emergence of new "binary mixtures" with different toxic

effects. Theoretically, it is possible for chemica.l compounds of lesser toxicity.

to ca.use, in conta.ct with 'the environment (wa.ter, air and other) the crea.tion of

poisonous ma.teria.ls of higher toxicity, which in itself renders the defining of

"precursors" more complex.

In view of toda.y's achievements in this a.rea., for the purpose of definition

and verifica.tion, "precursors" should be divided in rela.tion to the. alrea.dy known

division of chemical wa.rfa.re: a.gents (see: CD/112). We thus suggest:

(a.) Key "Precursors" for obtaining super-toxic lethal CWA,

(b) '-Key "Precursors". for obtaining other lethal CWA, and

(c) Key "Precursors" for obta.ining other harmful CWA.

As concerns "precursor(s)" for obta.ining. super-toxic letha.l -CWA (nerve .. avent s)

in our opinion, the important. bina.ry precursors (i.e. a1kylphosphonochlorida.tes and

-fluoridatas) have a rela.tivelf limited nse in ti.mes of_ peace. It therefore seems

to us tha.t it would not constitute any serious obsta.cle to trea.t these "precursors"

as super-toxic lethal chemicals and to subject them to the same verifica.tion

procedure. :In our opinion a. license system with surveillance should be established

and the' production and use outside this system prohibited.

It is certain that this division will also encompa.ss a. whole series of chemical

compounds which.serve a. non-hostile purpose, especially if one bears in mind that

evén CWA frdm the group "other let-hall' and "other harmful" serve, dual purpose use.

This is why dual purpose chemicals present a. special problem. It is ha.rdly possible

to control the production or use of such common chemiça.ls a.s.,hydrogen cya.nide. or

phosgén. *Therefore, their ban must be based on the purpose criterion., A.large

part of importa.nt chemical warfa.re agents, for instance mustards, could, however,

be defined by mea.ns of chemica:l structure and be totally prohibited.
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