
"Disabled Peoples International", 1980 in which representation of the Council of Canadians with
Disabilities played a major role. The fact that this continued focus survived three changes in
govemment at the federal level says something about its salience and staying power.

What Can be Said to Have been Achieved?
No country alone can take credit for accomplishments in an environment as complex as that at the
international level. It typically involves leadership on the part of a number of like-minded states
working together in persuading others of the merits of a particular initiative or point of view. Within
that context, there is fairly strong evidence for the following activities and accomplishments with
which Canada was associated, as derived fromn various chapters in the book.

1. Championing the involvement of disabled people in significant decision-making on
issues of immediate relevance to them. Though Canada wasn't alone in this
(countries such as Algeria, the US, Sweden and Finland also had disabled people as
part of their delegate bodies at various times), the Canadian delegate body
intentionally promoted a process whereby the role of consumer representative,
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