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nave had severe repercussions, especially for many developing countries because of
their generally greater vulnerability to external economic factors as well as
because the main burden of adjustment to the economic crises has been borne by the
developing countries, pushing the majority of them towards economic collapse.

Paragraph 97

The worsening of the social situation in many parts of the world, and
particularly in Africa, as a result of the disruptive consequences of the economic
crisis had a great negative impact on the process of effective and equal
integration of women in development. This adverse social situation reflects the
lack of implementation of relevant United Nations conventions, declarations and
resolutions in the social and economic fields, and of the objectives and overall
development goals adopted and reaffirmed in the International Development Strategy
for the Third United Nations Developmant Decade.

Paragraph 98*

The lack of political will of certain developed countries to eliminate
obstacles to the practical realization of such fundamental documents adopted by the
United Nations as the Declaration on Social Progress and Development (General
Asgembly resolution 2542 (XXIV)), the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States (General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX)), the Declaration and the Programme
of Action on the Establishment of a New International Bconomic Order (General
Agsembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI), respectively), the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade (General
Assembly resolution 35/56, annex), aimed at the restructuring of international
economic relations on a just and democratic basis, should be counted among the main
reasons for the conservation of the unfavourable and unequal position of women from
the point of view of development, especially in the developing countries.

Paragraph 99

The last years of the Decade have witnessed a deterioration of the general
economic situation in the developing countries. The financial, economic and social
crisis of the developing world has worsened the situation of large sectors of the
population, especially women. .In particular, the decline in economic activity is
having a negative impact on an already unbalanced distribution of income, as well
as on the high levels of unemployment, which affect women more than men..

Paragraph 100**

Protectionism against developing countries' exports in all its forms, the
deterioration in the terms of trade, monetary instability, including high interest
rates and the inadequate flow of official development agsistance have aggravated
the development problems of the developing countries, and consequently have

complicated the difficulties hampering the integration of women in the development
Process. - _ .

*
paragraph.

The United States requested a vote on paragraph 98 and voted against the

bk The United States reserved its position on paragraph 100 because it did
not accept the underlying philosophy of the paragraph as it concerned the economic
situation in debtor and developing countries.



