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questions and explains difficulties. The class is adding. This, however, might have its objections
then warned that, on a certain day they will be in any but extreme cases..
expected to work a question without assistance. A tendency to shirk names and explanationst
ýMost of the children look quite confident of the and to ignore decimal points- is one of the diffi-
outcome of this test - but there are surprises. culties to be overcome in this grade. If one
Perhaps haif the class displays with pride the will accept slip-shod work of this kind, one wMl
question correctly worked. Haif as many more get it from nearly every member of the dam,
have met with difficulties, easily explained - due but to insist on this attention to detail means
perhaps to inaccuracy - and the rest are entirely just as surely to get it, and to get. also greater
at . ea. The 'difficulties are soon cleared up, accuracy in the work itself.
and then cornes the' real work of making the One could neyer hope to explain the vartous
prooess dlear to the duil ones - a process not problems to be covered, without the help of
one whit more dificuit than teaching subtraction mental arithrnetic. A mental, problern, simple
to the saine individuals. in itself, but whose working out is similar to

Teaching children to write numbers involving that of the larger question to be solved, often
billions, millions, etc., is one of the things calling proves most illuminating.
for pa#~ence and ingenuity, and yet it is wonder- Above ail, ch Idren of these grades a be
fui howsoon the immature brain of grade four treated as though they osse both intelligec
aeize on the idea presente. and the power ýof application. They have bbtii;

It is comparafively easy to teach the child to and do not require- every dose of arithmetic to
r.aé aumber correctly, but when it cornes to be sugar-coated by being put into the frn .of
writing them for himmeif, he finds it- a rather a story. Too much "story " andex$utIi
more difficuit u ldring., SuPposeelhe is asked and "method" serves onlyto hopelessy befq«
to write th~e number 17,009,084. He bas been the child who is much better able to grasp a
driile on the difkç rn alies, billions, millions,;-, traight statement. Neither is it necessary. t
thquuaads, etc., mae ows thear -relative positions. base one's questions on things relating to doWUo
Tbi. ia step la clear.. He. writes the seventeen and doggies 'and kittties - practical questions
ad plame fe.i oxa and the position relative to everyday life will be found to b.

cf ttcommwa canot be changed. *A remninder much more apppreciated. When one moeq;ho
thm t h. ue ini the thousands' place must fil devices" and " methods" adopted, orprs-

t _i~e les ý"dstl read line, does away with ably adopted, since they occupy a large Aoçpt C
tI.teqdency tp> represent, tle farnilyr of thoj»ands of space in somne school journal. - to el

by a .igle j aibe; and, the saine. statemneit children the most ordinary Sombination=
coionn *e e~ty-four which muqt f11l three arithmetic, one sometimies wonders if the raceof

pbwSi m4 senl1 ad eightyfour soon results in eilidren with intellect is supposed to bave beçome
a correct placing of those figures. extinet.'

ShoW4d aayfaznly lower than the first one in Text-books have their places, but o;dy'as -a
'tegrive mber not be tepresented, the child guide in the hands of the teacher oas apeclu

'Ow O tht,,l order to make the number treat for the dams on rainy days or 10iay

ruexneçtwlty when oempleted, the spaoe must There is no 'royal road. to teachlngSratbmetic -

ï~ Uiii.whclpu"s After oixe's best efforts, tlierç will, alway. b.
0< oure ter ar clilren and will always members of the classa whose number wrk .ie tii.

b.M4~dp to whom this explanation will teacher's despair. But if the- majority of tue
g eaav.y little. In such. cases, I have tried pupils in grade four can answeritlignl

str5e wi»h itweve ciphers divided into periods simple questions based On the work voveed,
and aaued respectÏvely, billions, millions, and' can. work additiotL, subtraction,, ýmlp»*

thqpnd, tc, d'by actualy placn the tion and di-vision with a fair amowit of- spesd
»umb< undr the corresponding cipher above, and accuracy -accuracy to be dexandéd rah#
ba* eeothe li ghi, of undersanding gradually than speed, although the lattri ob is
bwouk on the slow nin, and have allowed th'j earnestly coveted - the teacher -of a lerge claý

~ ~ t~1 deioelu ritng meles inhis grade is justified in feeling a,,rtmarnoffl*
~ .~çi , ting them placed correctl y 0 satisfaction over the resut of t~he y.ç'aW# o


