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wuli, the chief, was slain, and the Danes had possession
of the field. '
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the property, and the man who has the swiftest horse
comes to the first and largest part, and so each after the
other, until it is all taken; and he gets the least part who
runs to the property nearest the town. Then each rides
away with the property, and may keep it all; and therefore,
swift horses are there uncommonly dear. :

There is also among the Esthonians, a power of pro-
ducing cold, and therefore, the dead lie there so long and " an '

Danish army) were in two bands

Halfdene, the heathen kings, and in the other were
_ And then king Ethelred fought with the King's . -

decay not, because they:bring the cold upon them; and if
a man sets two vats full of ale or of water, they cause
that cither shall be frozen over whether it be summer or
winter.

Now, here we have the first tales of travellers

that are told in the English tongue; the beginning
of our great literature of travel and exploration.

But this is not the most important work that
Alfred did for our literature. We owe to him,

chiefly, the beginnings of English history. Before

elder, Earl Sidrac the younger, Earl
Frene, and Earl Harold; and both bands

King Alfred’s time, there had been kept, in the 'O ™8t
monasteries (the only place where books were safe, ¢ .

or men had time and skill to write them in those ‘ bishop
days of war and plunder) brief records of the ea

chief events of each year. Sometimes there was only
a line or two, telling of the death of one king, or the

coming of another. Sometimes there would be a

longer passage, describing a battle. In some years
there would be no entry at all. But from Alfred’s

time the narratives began to be much fuller and

more interesting. there is no doubt that the king

length, and it may be that he eéven wrote some pa
himself.

Chronicle. It went on and on after ﬂ" dath °f
King Alfred down to the reign of Henry II; and

very often, if it were not forthe(',hrmwls.mone
would know what had happened in certain years,

and some of our early history could never have been.

written. :

You remember how much of Alfred’s reign was

taken up by the struggle against the Danes. The

Chronicle contains a long account of these wars, and

I have chosen for you to read a passage about the -

fighting in the year that Alfred came to the ﬁuong.
It is written in English, but not in English that you

could read without a good deal of study. T have

changed it as little as possible, so tha.t you could see
for yourselves how simply the story 1s told.. ;

871. 'In this year came the Danish host tol}eadngg in the
land of the West-Saxons, and about the third night two
carls rode up. They met the leader Athelvm{f, at Engle-
field, and he fought with them, and won the victory. After
four nights Ethelred the King, and Alfred .lns brother,
led the great army to Reading, and fought with the host;
and there was much slaughter on either hand, and Ethel-

est I yitisa
in any Teutonic language. Tt is_

“Now, JOhllll_y,” ‘asked ﬂ‘ gentl
kindly consented to teach the class, °
story of Jonah and -the w
teaches us,” said Johnny,
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