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(ýURRNT EVENTS.

Tii. deatb of (4een Victoria overibadows in import-
ance every otiier ovent cf tb. month.'

,Saturday, Febr4iry 2nd, Lb. day appointed for Lb.
ftuikevl vas ob@eýved as a day cf national mourning in
every part cf thii. 1m Queen'a dominions. Witb every
circuatance cf ýo1emn grandeur, the. body vus borne
from Osbonne Hýuis to Windsor. nii gatb.ring of
crovned beadu, aaýd the naval and military dioplay, fan
sunpassd tiiose ofltiie Jubile.; for, by ber late >fajesty's
own desire, it wa military pageant.

Queen Victoral vus tii. daugbter of tbe fourtii son cf
George III, Edwàýrd, Duke of Kent, vii died wben mii,
Was but a few imontbas old. Hen motiier vas tiie
daugiit of the. ;)ke of Saxe-Coburg, and sdster cf
Leopold, King oý tbe Belgiana. Tvo of ber uncles
preoeded ber on thie tbrone, as George IV mmd'William
IV; anotiier, Fre0leiok, iiad died witiiont ieaving an
hein; &bd in June, 1837, aL Lb. age cf, eighteen, mii.
fond hermeif called upon to raie as onatitutima
sovereign cf the British empire Tii. events of ber
long riign, upon~ many cf viiicii mi. bad a greater

p esmall infiuenc than ber people knev, bave been
thoee 4a t marke4 tbe progresa cf nearly -two-tiiirds cf
tiie cenýurM.1

Tiih rne in~ England of the Empenor William, cf

Gema y tii Q .'s grandson, wiio reaciied ber b.d-
sidein Limetob a reoognized by ber, iias been very
iSmrtily welcomedi by the. Knglisb people; and iL i8 mot

vitiou4 significmmýe that b. vas the first to, recogmize

bis nel accesi!u toe b.tbnone by addressing /iim a

In te: foreig ielations cf tbe emieL. oeig
ite resty ni :ing power. Legisiative sanction and
ratiicaioncf ies are mot'nequired witb us,; and

tii Kigcn o b. placed in the. buwmfiating Posi-
tion cf ti.Pei ent cf Lb. United States who unex-
pect.dly finda treaties disallowed by the. S.imte.
In internai affai tbougii the King cannot make laws
vithout the. con nt cf Parlimment neitiier can the
Parliament do so vithout the. royal sanction. 1Tiie
consent cf tb. crojirn, given by thie K.ing's signatïre, lis
ne.emry tce i alidity of every imports4pt document.
Anotiier preroaiie cf tiie sovereigo, i that cf ciooaing.
bis adviaora.; and tiiough be nmy flot keep, in office a
cabinet tbat dose niot possecs the confidence cf tiie peo-
pie'representaiiea, be is moL obliged to retan One
that mc longer retains bis own confidence. He bas ale
tJie. igbt to dissýovo pariment mmd appeai to, Lb.
country by a new electioa.

In ail tbe splen lr cf Saturday's fumerai pageant, in

wbich kiüga and èmperors witii their brilliant retinmes-
rode beiiind the. gun carriage that bore the mortai -
,remains of the. dead Queen, there vwa notiiing more lm-,
pressive than vas the. simple procession vhicii cm the.
preceding day foilowed those remains along the couâtry
luane in theIde of Wigh t, be placed! on board tI
royal .yýcbt and carried through ten miles cf motic'
var shipo to, Portsmouth. Behind the coffin of bisj-
royal mother, the King scompanied by bis brother,
tb. Duke of Connaught, bis nepbew, the Esmperor of
Germany, and other princes valked on foot; vile
behind thia glitt.ring group, came ten vomen, d..ply
veiled andd dresséd in the implst black, huddled'
shoulder to, shoulder, as cine correspondent maya, juaL
likre the. poorest iiumblest v idova ini Obristendo.
Yet tii... vonen trudging along tii. mnddy vay, witb.
ont aigu of rank or hint cf royait7, vere tb. Queen of
Emiland and the. other princesses of the. royal family.,

Tiie immediats caose of the. Queen'a death via par,
alyos, sud it is believed t"n ah. suffered a sligiit àstroke
beéor. goiag to Osborne, 'The. orrors of tii. Boer wàr*
and heavy fainily b-orrov! bave made a greas >drain on
her bemltà -ad vitality. Hler eldeot sud favorite
daughter,'Empreu Frederick, is slowly dying of a part-
oularly piinful diseuse; ber second son, the Dakeof
Saxe<Joburg, died not long âge, after the. suicide of isi
only son, the Qu.en's grandeon; 'anotier- grandSom,
l>rinc Cbriitian Victor,wu a vioim. c f the. Boewàr;
Prince Henry of Battknburg, the. iiuband of tiie Queen'é
youngest daughter, Beatrice, died off the. coat of Africa
a fev yesrs ago. Finaidy, the death of Iady Churchifl
hber ohief atitendant, vho vas found desd i ber b.d oZ
Christmas. morning vas a géeat siiock to the. Queen.
Si. bas alvays carrled the. cares of lier people on ber
beart. 8h. bas treated- > great Engiaii race a if it
wereber family, and Lii is one *m.çret of the almust
unparalléled affction in vbicii mii bus ben iield.

The neya hmon Southi Afric is auatatry. The.
Boers, sdnce their invasion of Cape Colony, bave heu
carrying on giierilla varfare, andI in widely scattered
bsnds manage to, ef-ude tiie Briis forces mmd appe*
in unexpeoted places, capturing "mal posteand damag
ing auiivay anmd other properLy. Lord Kitchener bas
asked for 30,000 mounted troopo, to whiob Canad&and
tii. otiier colonies viii contai"u tbeir quotas.

Tii. Obinqee p1enipotentiaries'ýn tii.ir meeting with
tii. foreign envoys on February ôtb, at Peki-, sulimitted
the nmes cf Lweive prominent ObiDese officials for
pumisbment. eitiier by desth or bani8bment, as -a Mpar-
ation for recent outrages and for connivance, vith tb.
Mers. Affairs in China bave beeri quiet, and, it is
boped tbat a peacefal solution of difficulties, viii soon
b., reacbed.

Tii. moet session of tiie nintii Canadien parliament
was opemeat Ottava, Tiiuraday, February 7tii. Xn.
-Brodeur bas been elected speaker. B. I& Borden, of
Halifax, bas bpen ciiosn by tiie Conservatives as thir
Party leader.


