
FIRST SFTI1LEMENT 0F THREE RIVrRS

that uuniianied beadland, De Roina wvas foremnost. lie toiled, lie
plainned, lie superintended. luactivitv wvas no part of bis char-
acter. His braîn teemed witlî pr(>jects, wvbîcl bis band \was
readv to carry out. But the fires -wbicl fed tbese strenuous
exertions for the good and tbe useful, waried at the saine tinme
into action other propeiîsities, w~hieli sadly uliarred bis work.
His projects were drawn out by bis owni biaud to the iuuitest
detail, and w'ere regarded by lii in as perfect iin finish. Suggestion
or criticism lie iîiterprete(I inito personial bostility. To differ
fromi Iinii \vas to iincur bis~ severe (lispleasure :and it înattered
little whetber the difference regarded tbe site of a building or
the establishmient of a nexv fishing station, the uxieasuire of bis
eninity was alway s fulhl and heaped nip. Tbe life of a Director
hiad for hïm nîo trifles that could bt sneered at. The sligbtest
check appeared to bis excitable nature the violence of persýcu-
tion, and the invasion of the cbarered rigbts of bis oinpanN *Straightway lus feelings founid vent ini Iengtliv coniîmunicatLionis
of indignant expostulation and litter invective, w bicli lie sent to
every one fromi wbomi either redress or syinpathy xnîiglt be
evoked. Kind as lie was to bis subordinates, andI lîonest as lie
was ini ail] bis dealings, thiere raii throuigh is character a caustie
velu, which appeared at tinies to court contradiction and invite
hiostilities. H1e seemed iindeed to enjoy the exciteient of alter-
cation, and to revel lui the luxurv of proving lîniiscîf a persecute(l
inan. To follow an establishied routine wvas a species of slavery
lie nleyer could brook. Late ini life lie received an appointmnent
tluroughi Captaîn Hocquart ini the Commissariat Departuneut.
Scarcely, however, was lie inistalled, Mien lie set about changing
the mnetbods of keeping the accounts to suit bis owiî falicy, and
mnanaged thus iii an ilicrediîbly short tinie to itrodnce ixîto tlie
business sucli confuision, that new books biad to lie opeiied iii
order to get clear of luis inîprovenueîîts. These, bowever, were
but the foibles of a man i nost thoroughly versed iii mercantile
)usîiiess, and if they acted to bis (letrinient more sharply thani
the foibles of other menu are wont, it was because lie tithier could
îlot or would îlot, as nîuchi as other mnen, strive to conceal, thenu.
De Ronia, the director of a miercantile conupany, hewving downl
the forest and erecting w'ell-plainned residences and offices for


