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a degree of tone is arrived at. A fine old picture, a mirri
an oak-panelled waIl forms a strong setting for bis group
gay idiers frivolling over a cup of tea. Ris "lstili-life "
admirably clever. A strong incisive stroke characterises
bis drawings, and tbey give ail the more pleasure to t
spectator for looking as though they bad been easily doni
With a swift sureness of touch hie passes rapidlv from figu
to figure. H1e does not wait, like Du Maurier, to elabora
the pattern of the lace or embroidery, but, witb a fe
strokes be indicates the dominating lines and larger mass
and folds of the dress. 11e suggests the character and acti<of a hand, but bie does not counit the fingers. In short I
is just as great a master of the noble art of omission as I
is of realization. E. WYLY GRIER.

18[8S ELLEN BEACH YAW, soprano, supported by M
-itMaximilian Dick, violinist, and Miss G-eorgieile La:,

pianist,appeared before a Toronto audience forthe second tinr
last Friday evening. Miss Yaw has but recently returne
from a sojeurn in Europe-for rest and study-so that moi
detailed comment on ber singing would seem to be necessar
than would otberwise have been the case considering tb
comparatively sbort time that bas elapsed since ber fir,
appearance in tbe city. Her voice is certainly phenomenal
not merely because sucb exceptionaliy bigb notes are reache,
but because ait tbe same tune low tonles are also produced-
tonles of fair power and excellent quality. Tbe compas
actually dispiayed at the concert was nearly three octave
in extent, from B (below the treble staff) upwards, ai(
tbrougbout ail tbis range the tone produced was uniformli
mellow and sweet, flot becoming sbriil even on the bigbes
notes. Miss Yaw bas lier voice under excellent control, tbi
clearness and rapidity of ber execution being remarkable
while ber delicate portamento is an unusual deligbt. Il
regard to tbe limitations of sucb a voice littie need be said
One wbo considers the matter witb due deliberation realizeý
that tbere are certain styles of music in whicb se iight q
voice would be unsatisfactory. But since we are not accus
tomed tu find fault with a rose because it lacks rugged gran-
deur or to complain tbat a cbild's iaugh is wanting in pathos,wby sbould we expect a single voice te possess ail possible
attributes ? Tbe music of tbe evening was carefully chosen,but even bad it been otberwise it would bave been a very
difficult matter fer a critic to retain tbrougbout the concert
tbat calm, judicial attitude wbich is necessary for the
proper observation of defects. There is something s0 in-
genueus and winning in Miss Yaw's manner and in the ex-
pression of bier finely modelled face tbat almost anyone
would bave fallen under the speli iiilber first number, even
witbout such a bias as the mind of the writer had previously
received during a shiort conversation with the charming
vocalist. Perbaps some aged cynic, especially if lie were a
bachelor or were living separated from bis wife, might bave
been able to resist the combined influences ; but for any
man wbo is stili taking Fatber Time's favourîte prescription
of eiglit heurs tbree times a day for the cure of a chronic
attack of youtb-verily for such an one there was no escape.An unconditional surrender was inevitabie. Miss Yaw re-sponded generously to tbe demands of the audience for en-
cores. Mr. Dick was aise recalled after two of bis numbers,as a tribute te bis spirited playing; and Miss Lay proved
berseif tbereughly efficient in bier double capacity as soioist
and accompanist.

Owing te the unavoidable absence from the concert
given on théý lOtb inst. by tbe cboir of tba West Presby-terian Churcb (W. J. McNally, conductor), assisted by sev-
eral soloists from outside, I arn unabie te, give many details
in regard te the performance. A competent musician, bow-
ever, informs me tbat the choruses were sung witb precisien
and sucli expression as sbowed tbat their spirit was properîy
feit, and that the work of the soloists was aise good. Con-
sidering tbat the cboir was organized only last autumn and
contains wn paid soloists and tbat ne choir music was ever
permitted in tbe churcb until four months ago, Mr. McNally
bas good reason te feel gratified at tbe substantial progress
whicl ihas been made. The success of the concert wilU, ne
deubt, prove a beaitby stimulus te the choir.

C. E. SAUNflejîs4

)rLetters to the Etlltoi'.

ail XURTH-WES' IMICLJI.ION.
hel ofR n-As we bave been favoured through the c0 lumflu

ie fTHE WEEK witb severai theoretical articles on the sub'
Le ject cf immigration 1 beg leave te make a few observatiOus

r mtepatcl tnpitofa cuistlrw orte froin te prical stnin t cf andata settieof PitbO' foW yaseprec in tbe NpoartdohsWoepinte
es Oun pulcsiie men wbc propose te devekOP l

m active immigration peiicv miglit prcfitably give s.'eoletbeir attention te tbe present depepulation of the ProvIfeof Alberta. It bas been toc much tbe fashion te ascribO
the decrease in population cf tbe Province te the few bad
years the farmers bave bad, but there are other causes 'sr
more potent te drive settiers from the Province. Let Ii1e
give you an example :An intending settier caime te Alberta

r.in 1890, purcbased a quarter section (160U acres) fremi the'
Railway Company at four dollars per acre, on the ten Y""'

le payinent system, but tbrough failure cf crops was unable t»
d mak hispayînents. In tbe meantime be bas impreved th'

.e place te the value cf $'l,000 by fencing, cultivatilg, and
ybuilding, etc. The Jtailway Coimpany, net being a band Of

e pbîlantbropists, new steps in with their pciicy cf My bond
Lt or pound cf flesb, and the unfortunate settler must abGandofi

bis ]and and home, representing years cf bard labeur an"d
seek elsewbere for a location. This is but one eut of bul'
dreds cf similar cases cf actual experience.
s The average North-West settier is frugal and indu'-

Strieus, and I believe could, if allowed te do se, mlake COltn'
1fortable bomes and build up the country on a soufld ecfl''

mical basis. In ail new ceuntries there are adverse naturail
tconditions for the pieneer te contend against, but eyPeri

ence in other countries proves that man adapts hirnseî! V
those conditions and uitimateiy prospers. But tee Ofte'
in the case cf tbe North-West settier, bie is handicaPPed by
artificial conditions, sucb as exorbitant railway rates nak'
ing more tbane the bare necessary articles cf life unattain
able. Land companies who do business on strict btui'es
principles, or rather according te tbe system cf SyO

*Ce., charging se bigh for land along tbe railwaY that, tea'
man cf smali means, tbe acquiring cf a titie te land ne"r e
market is an impossibility ; aise ne markets, no local ulerket&
tbrougb lack cf public works, mining enterprises, etc., 11
distant markets througb bigh railway rates.

When the above adverse conditions are added tae tose
wbicb nature prevides we must cease te wender why the,
intending emigrant dues net gladiy avail himself of the good
things of tbis great country. For this is a great 00untry
and ne doubt bas a great future before it.

Thousands cf emigrants are prevented f rom cemning hlere
every year by discouraging letters from disappointed settiers'
Tbere is a grewing feeling tbat something is wrSilg vit' a'
land poiicy whicb burdens a pieneer witb a land debt at the
outset cf bis career, ieaving bim, after the labeur of Yeo&rs'
unabie te acquire the deed cf bis land, and discouraged. froal
trying again te take a bome in the country-

We are ail interested in pepulating the broad squille
miles cf the North-West, bowever mucb we may differ' as
the means used te attain tbat end. Tbe plan cf asse
immigration bas been tried and found wvanting, much public
moneys bave been spent te start a few tbousand Pioneers'
with the resuit that those pioneers now binder immigrationt
by discouraging frîends from coming tu the country.

I wouid suggest that tbose connected with the develeP_
ment of a new immigration policy should spend their efi'rge&
making the condition cf the present population cf the
North-West more prospereus, by icwering rates con raiiways

and aise lowering the prices cf lands in the viciiYo hraiiways. After ail the best immigration agent ig a Prospereus and successful Pioncer for lie brings others in itrain. ALBERTA RANC11n"Calgary, N.W.T., April 8tb, 1896.
110W 'l'O GET 1110 OF '111E MALNITcHA 8sclîOoL QIJESTION.

SIR,-You bave severai times îateîy expressed an earo-
est desire te sce the Manitoba Seboci Question disaPPe"'
from Canadian politics, and in this wish most Canadialn5fwil
beartily join. Te-day it is unfortunateiy the greatest Of'
political issues, made se by the course wbicb the Governnelnt
bas taken, and it wiii continue se te the exclusionl Of 0 ther
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