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Thle I)ebate on1 the I u1icti ial B1ill.

Ti HE leaders of the bouse of Commons at Ottawa have
now spoken on the Remedial Bill, and their respective

attitudes are now developed. Sir Charles Tupper introduced
the Bill, and his argument in its favour was, in brief, this:
Confederation was a systemi of concession ani was- secired
b)y a guarantee of the rights of miinoities. It case of
attempted injury to these rights the Dominion was entrusted
with the duty o>f protecting thein. On thmis point Sir
Charles rernarked that-

IlHad noV Sir John Macdonald and Honi. George Brown
united to put an endl Vo the wai' of races and religion
in old Canada Confederation never would have been accom-
plished, and no mani couid say how humiliating might have
been the position of Canada. And, moreover, if the guar-
antee of rightq of minorities had noV l)een insertcd in the
B.N.A. Act at the instance of Sir Alexander (lt Confeder-
aVion wouid not bave been possible." Sir Charles read te
terns of the provision for te protection of minorities
wvhethei' CaVholic or Protestant, the third sub-section of the
93rd section of the B.N.A. Aet giving the nighit of appeai
to the Governor-in-Council.

MNanitoba was brought into Confedleration later on and
by an Act subsequent Vo the British NorthAmerica Act. By
the terris of the M'vanitoba Act the power of te Local Legisia-
ture iii educational matters is subject Vo te power of appeai
Vo the Federai authority. Under this authority, an appeal
lias been made Vo te Dominiont. And now the Dominion
is acting in the uine of removing the educaVionai grievances
complained of by the minority in Manitoba, the Province
itself having refused or neglected. for a long time Vo do so,
aithough duly requested Vo act in the inatter.

Mr. Laurier's answer is flot a denial of the right of the
Dominion Vo legisiate on due cause shown. He says as yet
due cause is noV shown and wants further investigation :

IlI understand the position taken by the minonity ini
the Province of Manitoba in their petitions Vo be that Vhey
have sncb a grievance Vo offer Vo the people of Canada. They
say in their petition that their consciences are outraged and
violated. It seems Vo me that titis in te opinion of every
mnan would be hieid Vo be one of those violations of heaven 's
iaw, unwritten and unchangeabie. They say more. They
say that compacts were made between them and te (4overn-
ment of Canada, and tirat a compact was made between tVire
Crown of Engiand and themselves, and that Vimis lias been
violated, and if a compact Vo which the Crown was a party
was violated, I hold, at all'events for my part, that this
ought Vo be heid Vo be one of the violations of heaven's iaw,
unwrîtten and unchangeable. These are the grievances
whîch the minority of Manitoba have Vo urge upoît titis
Parliament. How are we Vo know that Vhey are?' How are
we Vo deal with Vbem except by investigation and by
inquiry i Sir, we say this is the position that oughV Vo be

* taken by everybody. This is the position I have Vaken
myseif."

Again
"Whîat I would investigate is precisely whab is alleged

in the petiVions of the Roman Catholie mitioriVy, and
arrmong the Vhings that are alleged in this petition are these:
First, that there was a compact made between Vhem and the
Crown of Engiand as represented by the Governiient of
Canada wbereby timeir schools were guaranteed Vo Vhem; sec-
ond, that the system of common schools is repugnant Vo
their consciences; third, that the schmools established in
Manitoba, Vhough nominaliy public schools, 'vere in reality
Protestant schoois. These are the things Vo be investigated.
These are Vhe things on wvhieh te Roman Cathoiic
nîinority have ail ahong been resting their claim."l

Yet. again :
"bore is a bill passed in darkness, passed in ign'orane

What evidence have we to-day here on te condition of
things in Manitoba?' What evidence have we of the different
things we should know in order Vo legisiate independenti y
upon such a subject ?What is before the bouse 9 A half-
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heurted andi fainit ilîcasure, a uîeasure of compromise, and
nothing else."

Nir. Laurier further says that Manitobal lias noV been aP,

proaclhed iii a proper spirit, and that he is confident that if
re juested in a conciliatory maniner the Province woul(i reiflove
the grievance. H1e therefore demrnads a commission and bis et-
titude to the Goverrument on the main question is: You on the
(lovcrniment side have flot settled and cannot settie this ques-
tion. [Let me try." We have elsewhere spoke1 of bris bold

defiance of ecclesiastical interference, and aititougbi nt ger
iltane to the subject under debate they deserve reproduction'

I amn bere repre.senting not Roman Catholics alofe
but Protestants as well, and 1 rnust give an accounit Of m'y
stewardshirp to ail classes. Here arn 1, a Romn Cathoiic
of French extraction, ontrusted withi the confidence of the
inen who sit around me, with great and important duties
under our constitutional systein of goverfiment. I aufl here,
the acknowledged leader of that great party, composed of
Roman Catholics and Protestants as well, in which Protes1
tants must be. in the iajority, as in every party. Amn 1
to be Vold-I, occupying such a position-that I arn t be,
dictated Vo as to the course 1 amn to Vake in this Huse by
reasons that can appeal to the consciences of ïny felloW-
Catholic members, but whichi do flot appeal as well Vo the
consciences of my Protestant coliegues ? No! So long es
I have a seat iii this bouse, so ionz as I occupy the posîion
1 do now, whenexer it shall becorne rny duty to take a stand
upon any questioni whatever, tîmat stand I will take, fo
from Vue point of view of Roman Catholicisnî, not fron, the
point of vîew of Protestantismn, but from a point of vieW
wbicb can appeal to the consciences of ail men, irrespective
of their faith ;from the point of view of men wiiO love
justice, freedomr, and toleration.

Mr. Laurier then moved, for the reasons stated above,

the six mon Vhs' hoist.
Our impression is that the Bill wili carry but with a'

suspensory clause either that the Bill is noV Vo take effect

for a definite period or only on proclamation thereby giVing
Manitoba a chance Vo act in the direction of removiitg the~
grievances concerning which the Roman Catholic cler "Y'

mnake such compiaint.
We regret that space forbids an. anal> sis of Otiier

speechies on the Bill, notably that of Mr. Dickey, wvho8e
discourse was a reinarkably able anI canidid statement Of the
Governnient's position, and shouid be carefully read.

rfIi Ial Leaf as the Caîîadianl
Eii:lblenî.*

r VIRE IlFlag question " engaged the atteition o u ie
Lin 1807d. On one side te idea was expressed of havifg

a Canadian fiag, and on the other hand it was held that thae
of England should suffice us, just as the one of the m'other
country had sufliced us under the French goverfimenit A
mnilitia poet writes:

To aur brave muilitia,
Although it wants for flags,
.Justice shaîl be reim(ered
XVlien its deeds are aliiretl.
Yankees, Ostrogoths, \'andals
Shall face your shots.
Vou, cannihals, shall feel
Whether <leath has any charms!

The piece ends with Vhese two prophetic lines

Yes, proud English, do flot doubt it,
To conquer, you shiail have oui arms!

That was foretelling Chateauguay six years in adv&flce'
NoV bad for a poet cutting bis teeth. *«'I i

In te Canadien of 2Gth November, 1806, we fida
indication of the choice which the Canadians had airea4 Y
made of the maple as the national Vree. It occurs in reP lY
Vo some Francophobe attacks of te Mercury :

Froin the Histoire (les Canadiens-Français, i~16 0

Benjamin Sulte. Vol. Ii., chapter 9), page 13.Tranltdb
Colin Campbell. nltdb


